


Editorial

I N the 13th chapter of Matthew, we
find Jesus sitting by the seaside teach-
ing a large group of eager seekers for

truth. Among the seekers, "there were
priests and rabbis, scribes and elders,
Herodians and rulers, world-loving, big-
oted, ambitious men, who desired above
all things to find some accusation against
Him." Christ's Object Lessons, 22.

One of the parables that Jesus used
by the seaside that day was the parable
of the wheat and tares, found inMatthew
13:13-30.
Thoughsome ofHishearers were search-

ing for truth, their hearts were hardened,
their ears were dull of hearing, and their
eyes were closed, because they had listened
to priests and rabbis teach the traditions of
the fathers: Salvation was for the Jews. You
could and would be saved if you paid the
temple tax, tithe, and rendered obedience to
the leaders of the church.

However, Jesus in His parables tore
away the mask of spiritual deception. Some
of the honest seekers for truth asked them-
selves, Are we wheat or are we tares?

In Selected Messages, book I, 406,
Ellen White tells us that the very S<Une

..··-_conditions and experiences that existed in
the church in Christ's day will be repeated
at the end of time in God's last-day rem-
nant church. This means that some leaders,
pastors, and local church leaders will de-
velop attitudes similar to the church lead-
ers in Christ's day, which will cause an
apostasy from the truth and will bring
persecution to all who would stand for
truth. The Laodecian condition that now
exists in the church is tI,e result of man
following man's ideas and not searching
for and following the truth without com-
promise. Consider what our prophet re-
veals to us about our tragic spiritual state:

"The spirit, wisdom, and goodness of
God, revealed in His Word, are to be
exemplified by the disciples of Christ, and

2 Our Firm Foundation October 1996

are thus to condemn theworld. God requires
of His people according to the grace and
truth given them. AllHis righteous demands
must be fully met. Accountable beingsmust
walk in the light that shines upon them. If
they fail to do this, their light becomes
darkness, and their darkness is great in the
s<Une degree as their light was abundant.
Accumulated light has shone upon God's
people; but many have neglected to follow
the light, and for this reason they are in a
state of great spiritual weakness.

"It is not for lack of knowledge that
God's people are now perishing. They
will not be condemned because they do
not know the way, the truth, and the life.
The truth that has reached their under-
standing, the light which has shone on
the soul, but which has been neglected
or refused, will condemn them. Those
who never had the light to reject will
not be in condemnation. What more
could have been done for God's vine-
yard than has been done? Light, pre-
cious light, shines upon God's people;
but it will not save them unless they
consent to be saved by it, fully live up
to it, and transmit it to others in dark-
ness. God calls upon His people to act.
It is an individual work of confessing
and forsaking sins and returning unto
the Lord that is needed. One cannot do
this work for another. Religious knowl-
edge has accumulated, and this has
increased corresponding obligations.
Great light has been shining upon the
church, and by it they are condemned
because they refuse to walk in it. If
they were blind they would be without
sin. But they have seen light and have
heard much truth, yet are not wise and
holy. Many have for years made no
advancement in knowledge and true
holiness. They are spiritual dwarfs. In-
stead of going forward to perfection,
they are going back to the darlmess
and bondage of Egypt. Their minds are
not exercised unto godliness and true
holiness." Testimonies, vol. 2, 123-124.

Tragically, most of us who are church
members are spiritual dwarfs. We are not

studying; therefore, we are not seekers
after truth and righteousness:

"And ye shall seek me, and frod me,
when ye shall search for me with all your
heart." Jeremiah 29:13.

We have accepted the idea that by
paying tithe, going to church, and being
loyal to leaders, we will be saved. Jesus
said that we must do these things, but in
the process we must not compromise the
truth:

"Woe unto you, scribes and Phari-
sees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint
and anise and cummin, and have omitted
the weightier matters of the law, jUdg-
ment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to
have done, and not to leave the other
undone. Ye blind guides, which strain at
a gnat, and swallow a camel." Matthew
23:23-24.

Unfortunately, the evangelical ap-
proach to evangelism in our church has
been responsible for developing many of
our converts into tares-and now the
tares are many. They are the ones who
are persecuting the wheat-the believers
who are striving to be obedient to all
truth "Without compromise.

The shaking of Adventism must go on
until God has a putified people who will
give the loud cry to the world, and by their
experience demonstrate to the world and to
the church the patience and the faith of
Jesus. By Pentecostal power they will re-
spond to every life situation and temptation
just like Jesus did. Jesus said, "Formany are
called, but few are chosen." Matthew 22:14.
God will not accept tares into His kingdom,
but by His power, He can change tares into
wheat.

The wheat and tares must grow to-
gether until the harvest time. The evi-
dence in the world and in the church
reveals that we stand at the very end of
all things. The harvest is about ready to
be reaped, and probation is soon to close.
If we find ourselves as being tares, may
we ask our Saviour to change us into
wheat is my prayer. 0

Ron Spear, EDITOR
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Has Satan Redefined It?

Do We Need the Spirit of Prophecy?

What role, if any, does the Spirit of
Prophecy play in the 1888 message?
Since Mrs. White's writings are the
"lesser light," one group of 1888 theolo-
gians warns that quoting from them is a
"substitute for the mental discipline of
deep and thorough Bible study, even in
the original languages.'"

WhIle it is certaiuly true that we need
deep and thorough Bible study, the fitst
question we should ask when we read
such statements is: Why is this author
directing me away from the Spirit of
Prophecy? Is it becanse I am not study-
ing the Bible enough? Or is it because
his theories are contradicted by what is
written in the Spirit of Prophecy?

The light in the Spirit of Prophecy was
given to complement, not substitute, the
light in the Bible. We are under solemn
obligation to study and heed the light given
in the Spirit of Prophecy: "We mnst follow
the directions given through the Spirit of
Prophecy. We mnst love and obey the truth
for this thne. This will save us from accept-
ing strong delusions. God has spoken to ns
through His Word. He has spoken to ns
through the Testhnonies to the church and
through the books that have helped to make
'plain our present duty and the position that
we should now occupy. The warnings that
have been given, line upon line, precept
upon precept, should be heeded. If we
disregard them, what excuse canwe offer?"
Testimonies, vol. 8, 298. (All emphasis
supplied uuless otherwise noted.)

God Himself is the Author of Mrs.
White's writings: "The Holy Ghost is the
Author of the Scriptures and of the Spirit
of Prophecy." Selected Messages, book
3, 30. Instead of being fearful of quoting
from the writings that the Holy Ghost
authored, We should be thankful for the
instruction God has giveu to save us
from accepting strong delusions.

Sister White joined Elders Jones and
Waggoner in the proclamation of the
1888 message. Her writings are full of
the beautiful truths of the 1888 mes-
sage.' Sister White was not only God's
messenger, but she was also the greatest
author of her time period. To say that her
writings, authored by the Holy Ghost, do
not contain the light from Heaven on the
most important present truth of het thne
period is more than a lie. It is blasphemy
against the Holy Ghost!

How should we regard the light given
in the Spirit of Prophecy on the 1888
message?

IDirk Anderson f

glory shall fill the whole earth." Review
and Herald, November 22, 1892. Satan
recognizes that this precious message sig-
nals the downfall of his kingdom, and he
has been relentless in his attempts to
confuse, obscure, and distort it.

After mOre than a cenlmy the Adven-
tist Church has yet to fully grasp the
1888 message. Why does it seem to
remain a mystery to ns? Have wolves in
sheep's clothing carefully weaved coun-
terfeit teachings into the real 1888 mes-
sage? Do Sister White's writings contain
the 1888 message, or should we look to
other sources? What can we do to find
the truth? These are the questions that
we will examine in this article.

TIE 1888 message is crucial to thefutme of the Adventist Church. The
Spirit of Prophecy confmns that

the 1888 message "is the third angel's
message in verity." Review and Herald,
April 1, 1890. When emphasized in 1888
it was the beginning of the illumination
of the entire world by the powerful angel
of Revelation 18: 1, "And after these
things I saw another angel come down
from heaven, having gteat power; and
the earth was lightened with his glory."

Sister White writes, "The loud cry of
the third angel has already begun in the
revelation of the righteousness of Christ,
the sin-pardoning Redeemer. This is the
beginning of the light of the angel whose
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The Greek word for have means, "to hold
one's self to a thing, to lay hold of a thing,

to adhere or cling to." Thayer's Concordance,
#2192. Satan is wroth with those who adhere
and cling to the Spirit of Prophecy.

"It is not alone those who openly reject
the Testimonies, or who cherish doubt con-
cerning them, that are ondangerous ground.
To disregard light is to reject it." Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 680. "Not a ray of light must be
undervalued, not a ray shut out, not a gleam
unrecognized, or eveu acknowledged reluc-
tantly." Gospel Workers, 331. "Every ray of
light must be received and cherished, or we
shall become bodies of darkness." Review
awl Herald, January 31, 1888. "Grasp
every ray of light that God sends." Review
and Herald, December 18, 1888. "When
one ray of light which the Lord sends is not
acknowledged, there is a partial benumbing
of the spiritual perceptions, and the second
revealing of light is less clearly discerned,
and so the darkness will constantly increase
lUlill it is night to the soul. Christ said, 'How
great is that darkness!' Matthew 6:23."
Review and Herald, October 21, 1890.

Whenever someone is presenting a doc-
trine to you, and suggests that you set aside
the Spirit of Prophecy and study from the
Bible ouly, you should say: "Why? I agree
that the Bible is the primary source of light,
butwhynot also use the Spirit ofProphecy?
Is it because your doctrine r1UlS contrary to
the light revealed in the Spirit of Prophecy?
Are you afraid !he light from the Spirit of
Prophecy will overlhrow your theories? I
want all the light on the subject that Godhas
given us so that I will not be deluded!" "To
the law and to the testimorry: if they speak
not according to this word, it is because
there is no light in them." Isaish 8:20.

"And the dragon was wroth with the
woman, and went to make war with the
remnant of her seed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ." "The testi-
mony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."
Revelation 12:17; 19:10. The Greek word
for have means, "to hold one's self to a
thing, to lay hold of a thing, to adhere or
cling to." Thayer's Concordance, #2192.
Satan is wroth with those who adhere
and cling to the Spirit of Prophecy. He
will do everything within his power to
separate us from it. He is constantly
seeking to cast doubt upon it, and to
lessen or weaken its influence upon us.
He has become so crafty in deVising
false doctrines in these last days that we
need the added light in the Spirit of
Prophecy so that we will not be deluded
by doctrines of devils.

The Distortion of Justification

The 1888 message centered arolUld
justification, and Satan has been lUltiring

in his efforts to cause confusion and
doubt in the troth of this essential doc-
trine. Mrs. White writes, "The danger
has been presented to me again and again
of entertaining, as a people, false ideas
of justification by faith. I have been
shown for years that Satan would work
in a special manner to confuse the mind
on this point." Faith and Works, 18.

There are two paths that lead away from
the troth on this subject. One path leads
towards legalism and says that salvationand
justification are not through Christ alone,
but are partly based upon our good works.
Mrs. White writes, "There is not a point that
needs to be dwelt upon more earnestly,
repeated more frequently, or established
more firmly in the minds of all than the
impossibility of fallen man meriting any-
thing bYhis ownbest goodworks. Salvation
is through faith in Jesus Christ alone." Ibid.,
19. Dr.Waggonerwrites, "To Jesus wemust
lookfor ourjustification andtoHimalone.'"

The opposite path away from troth
leads toward fanaticism and can cause a
person to act the servant." This
path teaches universal justification, that
all mankind was justified on the cross
and has already received their "title" to
heaven. This teaching, which is popular
in the Evangelical churches, has recently
been brought to prominence in Advent-
ism by a group called the 1888 Message
Committee. They say that Christ's death
on the cross provided ''nothing short of a
legal justification for 'all men,' "4 and
that we are "born and live lUlder a legal
'verdict of acquittal' 'in Christ. l "5 Ac-
cording to their doctrine, justification is
an event that took place on the cross and
we have already been justified, and the
ouly way people can be lost is for them
to "reject 'the gift' already given !hem.'"

The Spirit ofProphecy refers directly to
this issue in the May 2, 1892, Signs of the
TImes: "There are somewho declare that all
men are entitled to a place in heaven, and in
the same breath !hey acknowledge that all
men are not fitted for that heavenly abode."

She then asks, "Andwill heaven be given to
those who have a faulty title?" Wait a
minute! Someone may ask, How could our
title to heaven be faulty ifChrist's death on
the cross was the event that provided that
title? Mrs. White replies, "... no onewill be /
entitled to the heavenly inheritancewho has
not been purified, refined, elUlobled, el-
evated, and wholly sanctified." Our title to

heaven includes our fitness for heaven. The
two are inseparable.

The idea that all men are justified and
must "reject" the gift in order to be lost was
not the teaching of Elders Jones and
Waggoner. Dr. Waggoner explains that the
free gift must be accepted: "The free gift
comes upon all, but allwill not accept it, and
therefore all are not made righteous bY it'"
Jesus said, "Verily, verily, I say lUltO you, he
that hearethmy word, and believeth on him
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall
not come into condemnation; but is passed
from death lUltO life." John 5:24.
Man's condition is "'death"- not eter-

nallife. To say that man has already been
justified, and in order to be lost he must
"throwit away," is a fanatical delusion.Why
would Jesus say a man passes from death
to life if that man had already been justified
lUltO life? Jesus says a man must believe in
God before he passes from death lUlto life
See John 5:24..

Jesus told a story to illustrate how a
person is justified. Two men went to the
temple to pray. One was a Pharisee and
the other a publican. The Pharisee prayed
"with himself," reminding God of all the
good works he had accomplished. The
publican prayed in contrition, "God be
merciful to me a sinner." Luke 18:13.
What was the lesson Jesus taught from
this illustration? Did He teach that both
men were justified because He was go-
ing to die on the cross for them? Abso-
lutely not! He said of the publican, "I tell
you, this man went down to his house
justified rather than the other: for every
one that exalteth himself shall be abased;
and he that hurnbleth himself shall be
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We, like Adam, have been given a period of
probation during which we have the

freedom to choose our destiny.

exalted." Luke 18:14. Jesus clearly indi-
cates in this passage that the publican was
justified as he recognized his own sinful
condition and pleaded with God for mercy,
while the Pharisee was not justified. Here
we have the true meaning of justification
and the conditions for receiving it.

In order to clear up the confusion as to
what Jesus, the Second Adam, accom-
plished on the cross, we must understand
what the fIrst Adam lost. SisterWhitewrites

of Adam, "God, in counsel with His Son,
formed the plan ofcreatingman in their own
image. He was placed upon probation. Man
was to be tested and proved, and ifhe should
bear the test of God, and remain loyal and
true after the fust trial, he was not to bebeset
with continual temptations; but was to be
exalted equal with the angels, and hence-
forth immortal." Review and Herald, Feb-
ruary 24, 1874.
Notice:

1. Adam was placed on probation.
This is the "first probation."

2. Adam must prove his loyalty to
God during this probation.

3. Adam did not have eternal life.
Immortality was conditional on his loy-
alty to God.

The punishment for Adam's disloyalty
to Godwas eterual death. See Genesis 2: 17.
Condemnation to eternal death would have
been irrevocable at that moment had it not
been for the plan of redemption. See Patri-
archs and Prophets, 60. This plan provided
a "second probation," a time during which
man would have the opportunity to prove
his loyalty to God. Mrs. White writes,
"Adam and Eve were placed upon proba-
tion in the Garden ofEden, and they were to
prove their loyalty to their Creator by
obedience to His law of love; but they fell,
throughthe temptation ofa wily foe. A great
and infinite sacrifice has been made, that
man may have another trial. God provides
that man may have another probation, and
his efforts to keep the law are made accept-
able through Christ." Signs oj the TImes,
November 24, 1887.
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While Christ's death brought salva-
tion within the reach of all mankind, we
need to understand that we have not
been given salvation or etemallife. We,
like Adam,have been given a period of
probation during which we have the free-
dom to choose our destiny.

A. T. Jones explains, "The first Adam
brought man under the condemnation of
sin, even unto death; the second Adam's
righteousness undoes that and makes ev-

ery man live again. As soon as Adam
sinned, God gave him a second chance
and set him free to choose which master
he would have. Since that time every
man is free to choose which way he will
go; therefore he is responsible for his
own individual sins. And when Jesus
Christ has set ns all free from the sin and
the death which came upon us from the
first Adam, that freedom is for every
man, and every man can have it for the
choosing."" A. T. Jones clearly states the
true 1888 position that man does not
naturally have salvation, but rather he
has been given a life of freedom to
choose whom he will serve. Thus, the
first Adam, through sin, lost his first
probationary period; the second Adam
restored the probationary period in order
to give Adam and his descendants a
second chance.

The idea of separating justification
into separate components9 is foreign to
the 1888 messengers. Christ's atonement
on the cross was always presented in the
context of its personal application in our
lives. There is a subtle danger in separat-
ing the process of justification into sepa-
rate events called "objective" and "sub-
jective" justifications.

In the ceremonies performed by the
Jews during the Day of Atonement, the
sacrifice was just one part of a process
that culminated in the cleansing of the
sanctuary. Unlike Evangelical Christians,
Seventh-day Adventists understand the
atonement to encompass much more than
a legal declaration of justification. The

Day of Atonement also included themin-
istry of the priest in the Most Holy Place
and the cleansing of the sanctuary. The
entire process was necessary for the jus-
tification of the Israelites.

While it is true that Christ's death
paid the penalty for all the sins of the
world (see 1 John 2:2), true justification
is not a corporate pronouncement. True
justification is a personal and individual
event. It occurs when a person is born
again "of water and of the Spirit." John
3:5. It reaches into the individual to
create a new heart, "that the righteous-
ness of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the
Spirit." Romans 8:4.

Here is a simple illustration: I am
hungry for popcorn, so I get out my hot-
air popcorn popper and tum it on. What
have I accomplished? I have enabled the
process of popping by turning on the
popper, but no popcorn is popping. This
is "objective" popcorn popping. I will
not get any popcorn until I put the seeds
into the popper. Likewise, if I had put
the popcorn seeds into the popper with-
out turning it on (subjective popping), I
would not get any popcorn. I need both
the popper running and the seeds in it to
produce popcorn.

Justification is meaningless without
Christ's death on the cross. Justification
is also meaningless without the personal
experience of the individual believer.
Whenever justification is separated into
pieces, there is the danger of fanaticism
as one piece is emphasized over the
other. When "objective" justification is
emphasized, as we fInd in the Evangeli-
cal churches, it can result in the slothful
servant who minimizes the personal ex-
perience of justification. An overempha-
sis on "subjective" justification can re-
sult in an unhealthy focus on self. The
safest approach is that presented by the
1888 messengers, which acknowledges
Christ's sacrificial gift on the cross for
all humanity, and recognizes that justifi-
cation occurs when we receive the gift of
Christ into our hearts by faith.

Dr. Waggoner understood that "to jus-
tify means to make righteous. "10 True justi-
fIcation entails more than the forgiveness of
past sins. It is a transformation that is
hrought about through the power of God
alone. Dr. Waggoner explains that justifIca-
tion leads to perfect obedience to the law of
God: "Here again we fInd how the law is
gnarded at every step in this matter of
justifIcation by faith in Christ. Here every
possibility is cut off for a person to say-I



What we need in order to understand the 1888
message is a humble recognition of our own
weakness and blindness. We must draw near to
Christ so that we can have a clear vision of His
beauty and excellence.

am Christ's andChrist ismine andnomatter
what I do, it is Christ that does it in me. No,
that is not so. We cannot charge any sin to
Christ: He is not responsible for any sin, for
the lawdoes notjnstifyus in committing any
sin. So we see that justification by faith is
nothing else but bringing a person into
perfect conformity to the law. Justification
by faith does not make any provision for
transgression of the law.""

Why All the Confusion?
God has not made the all-important

message of the righteousness of Christ
difficult to find or understand. Our prob-
lem is not that we are spending too much
time reading Sister White's writings, for
her writings reveal the 1888 message.
Our problem is not that we do not under-
stand Biblical Hebrew and Greek. Our
problem is not a lack of 1888 confer-
ences and theological books on the sub-
ject. Our problem as a church is our lack
of spiritual discernment. By worldliness
and yielding to sin, we have weakened
our ability to discern truth from error.
"Will men hear the Word of the Lord, or
will they, through yielding to temptation,
refuse to hear until it becomes impos-

.' sible for them to discern between good
and evil?" Special Testimonies, Series B,
No.2,20.
Our health habits also play a large

role in our lack of discernment: "All
over the world we see how appetite has
controlled the reason, and beclouded the
perceptions of men, and has taken the
foundation from the character. Through
the indulgence of appetite, men have
come to a position where it is impossible

/ for them to discern the light of God."
Review and Herald, July 5, 1892. It is
our own sin and selfish indulgence that
has weakened our ability to discern the
light of the 1888 message.
Before we can fully appreciate the

1888 message, we need to first under-
stand our own sinful condition. At the
1893 General Conference session,
A. T. Jones explains our Laodicean con-
dition: "Now then that is the situation
in which we are to be: inefficient, ig-
norant, poor, unworthy, and blind. Is
not that just what the Laodicean mes-
sage tells us-that we are wretched
and miserable and poor and blind and
naked and do not know it? Someone
was reading that the other day and he
touched upon that word 'blindness,'
and immediately my mind ran to John
9:41. It is at the end of the account of

that man's healing from the blinduess
and restoration of sight to the man that
had been born blind. What does that
verse say? 'Jesus said unto them, If ye
were blind, ye should have no sin: but
now you say, We see; therefore your
sin remaineth.' When Jesus tells you
and me we are blind, the thing for us to
do is to say, 'Lord, we are blind.' He
told those folks they were blind and they
were blind, but they said it was not so. It
was so. If they had confessed their blind-
ness they would have seen God in that
man's healing from his blindness. Well,
then, brethren, the thing for us to do is to
come square up to that Laodicean mes-
sage and say that every word He says is
so. When He says you and I are wretched,
tell Him, 'It is so, I am wretched; miser-
able; it is so, I am miserable, poor, it is
so; I am poor, a perfect beggar, I shall
never be anything else in the world;
blind, I am blind and shall never be
anything else; naked, that is so; And I do
not know it; that is so, too. I do not know
it at all, as I ought to know it.' And then
I will say to Him every day and every
hour, 'Lord, that is all so. But, oh, in-
stead of my wretchedness, give me thine
own satisfaction. Instead of my misery,
give me thine own comfort. Instead of
my poverty, supply all thine own riches.
Instead of my blindness, be thou my
sight. Instead of my nakedness, oh, do
thou clothe me with thine own righteous-

ness. And what I know not, Lord, teach
thou me.' "12

In order for Satan's delusions to lose
their power over us, we need to draw
close to Jesus: "The closer you come to
Jesus, the more faulty you will appear in
your own eyes; for your vision will be
clearer, and your imperfections will be
seen in broad and distinct contrast to His
perfect nature. This is evidence that
Satan's delusions have lost their power;
that the vivifying influence of the Spirit
of God is arousing you. No deep-seated
love for Jesus can dwell in the heart that

does not realize its own sinfulness. The
soul that is transformed by the grace of
Christ will athuire His divine character;
but if we do not see our own moral
deformity, it is unmistakable evidence
that we have not had a view of the
beauty and excellence of Christ." Steps
to Christ, 64-65.
What we need in order to understand

the 1888 message is a humble recogni-
tion of our own weakness and blindness.
We must draw near to Christ so that we
can have a clear vision of His beauty and
excellence. We need to pray for the gift
of the Holy Spirit so that we may have
the heavenly "eye salve," without which
we will not be able to discern the beauty
of the 1888 message.
If we would deny self and humbly

ask for God's guidance in understanding
this essential message, He will send the
Holy Spirit to "guide you into all truth."
John 16:13. "But the anointing which ye
have received of him abideth in you, and
ye need not that any man teach you: but
as the same anointing teacheth you of all
things." 1 John 2:27. 0

FOOTNOTES:

1 1888 Message Newsletter, Mar.-Apr. 1996, 12.
2 See for example, Steps to Christ (1892), The
Desire ofAges (1898), and Thoughts From the
Mount of Blessing (1896).

3 E. J. Waggoner, 1891 General Conference Ser-
mons, sennon no. 12.

41888 Message Newsletter, Mar.-Apr. 1996, 17.
5 Ibid.
6 Ibid., 9.
7 B. J. Waggoner, Waggoner on Romans, 102.
a A. T. Jones, 1895 General Conference Bulletin,
sennon no. 14.

9 Called by some "objective" and "subjective"
justification-objective being what Christ ac-
complished on the cross and subjective being
the experience of the individual.

10 E. J. Waggoner, Waggoner on Romans, 71.
11 E. J. Waggoner, 1891 General Conference Ser-
mons, sermon no. II.

12 A. T. Jones, 1893 General Conference Bulletin,
"The Third Angel's Message," sennon no. 8.
(Emphasis in original.)
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THE concept of original sin did not
come from the writings of the
apostles, nor from the Old Testa-

ment prophets, nor from the words of
Christ Hintself. We see little development
of the teaching of original sin before the
end of the fourth century A.D. The concept
of original sin was popularized by Angust-
ine, Bishop of Hippo, A.D. 354-431. This
concept held that we not only inherit the
weakness and nature of fallen Adam, and
the natural tendency and inevitable inclina-
tion to follow his pathway of sin, but that
we are also personally condemned and are

8 Our Firm Foundation October 1996

personally guilty for Adam's sin-in addi-
tion to our own sins.

Louis Berkofidentifies Augustine as the
originator of the concept of original sin:
"The early Church Fathers contained noth-
ing very defmite about original sin.... It is
especially in Augustine that the doctrine of
original sin comes to fuller development.
According to him, the nature of man, both
physical and moral, is totally corrupted by
Adam's sin, so that he cannot do otherwise
than sin. This inherited corruption of origi-
nal sin is a moral punishment for the sin of
Adam." Systematic Theology, 244-245.

IColin Standish I

The concept of original sin has gone
so far, that Justo L. Gonzalez wrote,
"Natural man has true freedom to choose
between several alternatives, although,
given his condition as a sinner subject to
concupiscence, and as a member of this
'mass of danmation,' all the alternatives
open to him are sin. The option not to
sin does not exist." A History of Chris-
tian Thought, vol. 2, 44.

Dr. Peter de Rosa, a Jesuit professor,
has recorded that, "In this, Gregory [pope
Gregory VI] took St. Paul literally: 'In
Adamallhave sinned.' This means from the
first moment of aperson'8 existence there
is guilt. This is not a personal taint, but a
taint of nature and so unavoidable. The
nature derives from the parents. From the
beginning the baby's soul is pollutedby this
original, this inherited sin. Gregory was not
blind to the problems this raised. For ex-
ample, parents were cleansed from original
sin in baptism. How could they hand on
original sin to their babies? He answers:
Though holy themselves, they handed on
corrupt nature by sex, desire galvanized by
lust. Babies are born as the daruned fruit of
the lust of their redeemed parents. From the
first, they are the offspring of Gehenna or
Hell; they are justly children of wrath
because they are sinners. If they die unbap-
tized, they are condemned to everlasting
torments for the guilt of their birth alone.
Existence is itself a state of sin; to be born
is to be qualified for eternal punishment."
I1cars ofChrist, 452.
There is no question that when Adam

sinned, death passed upon all men. "For all
have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God." Romans 3:23. When Adam and Eve
sinned, their unfallen nature was changed to
a fallen nature in which death was inscribed
on every cell of their bodies. That fallen
nature has been inherited by all their de-
scendants, so that outside of the sacrifice of
Jesus Christ, the resurrection of the faithful
dead, and the transformation that will take
place at the Second Coming of Jesus, all
humardty is destined to eternal oblivion. It is
this sinful nature that is transformed into
sinless nature at the return of Jesus. "For
this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortality.
So when this corruptible shall have put on
incorruption, and this mortal shall have
put on immortality, then shall be brought
to pass the saying that is written, Death is
swallowed up in victory." 1 Corinthians
15:53-54.

We hear popular speakers and writers in
Adventism declare, "We sin because we are
sinners; we are not sinners because we sin."



'""I Jhy would Satan have us believe the
VV concept of original sin? The final result
of propagating the concept of original sin is to
declare that it is impossible to have a victorious
Christian experience.

That is the increasingly prevailing belief of
many proclaimers ofthe gospel today in our
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

The concept oforiginal sin declares that
we are bornwith inner sin, for whichwe are
responsible. At a recent Annual Council, a
prominent Adventist writer and seminary
professor had the devotional talks. In his
opening presentation, he began with these
words, "Eating cheese is not SIN." After a
pause he continued, "Neitheris eating rattle-
snakes nor rats SIN." Further he indicated
that even gross sin such as murder and theft
was not SIN. This was demonstrated by
displaying in large capital letters the word
S-I-N. Then the speaker indicated that acts
like murder and theft were sins (small
letters), but that the great problem was SIN.
One wonders how we can escape I John
3:4, "Whosoever committeth sin
transgresseth also the law: for sin is the
transgression of the law." The text does not
say, "sins are the transgression of the law,"
it says "sin is the transgression of the law."
(All emphasis supplied uttless otherwise
noted.)

Why would Satan have us believe the
concept of original sin? The fmal result of
propagating the concept of original sin is to
declare that it is impossible to have a
victorious Cinistian experience. Angustine,
unable to control his sexual lust, initially
declared that the original sin was the sex
drive, though he did broaden it later. While
it is likely that most Adventists would
adamantly declare that they do not believe
in original sin as put forward by Augustine,
the concept of inner SIN indeed is peril-
ously close to it when they emphasize that it
is that which condemns us, rather than the
act of sin itself.

The scripture is plain that our sins which
are revealed tc us are responsible for our
guilt. "Then it shall be, because he hath
sinned, and is guilty." Leviticus 6:4. "For
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet
offend in one point, he is guilty ofall. For he
that said, Do not commit adultery, said also,
Donot kill. Now if thou commitno adultery,
yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgres-
sor of the law." James 2:10-11.

It must be emphasized that the issue of
original sin results in one conclusion-that
because of original sin, it is impossible for
us to have victory over sin in this life.
Therefore, we will continue tc sin until
Jesus comes. The concept oforiginal sin has
contributed greatly to the heresy of the sin-
and-live theology. Paul, recognizing that we
can only keep the commandments of God
by the faith of Jesus, declared, "And he that
doubteth is damned if he eat, because he

eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not of
faith is sin." Romans 14:23.

Nevertheless, God is just. If we sin
through iguorance, it is not accounted to
us as sin, "Therefore to him that knoweth
to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is
sin." James 4:17. "And the times of this
ignorance God winked at; but now
commandeth all men every where to re-

pent: because he hath appointed a day, in
the which he will judge the world in
righteousness by that man whom he hath
ordained; whereof he hath given assur-
ance unto all men, in that he hath raised
him from the dead." Acts 17:30-31.

Jesus Himself fully endorsed such a
concept. "Jesus said unto them, If ye
were blind, ye should have no sin: but
now ye say, We see; therefore your sin
remaineth." John 9:41. "If I had not
come and spoken unto them, they had
not had sin: but now they have no cloak
for their sin." John 15:22.

It is important to notice that both James
and Jesus use the singular word "sin." If all
humanity were guilty of the sin of Adam,
then Jesus could never have uttered these
words, for surely all would be guilty of sin
irrespective of their iguorance. We must be
thankful that we serve a compassionate God
who will not hold us responsible for our
genuine ignorance. ""Who canhave compas-
sion on the ignorant, and on them that are
out of the way; for that he himself also is
compassed with infirmity." Hebrews 5:2.
However, if that iguorance has been the
result of deliberate negligence of the prin-
ciples of God, then we cannot expect the
mercy ofGod. "How shall we escape, if we
neglect so great salvation; which at the fIrst
began tc be spoken by the Lord, and was
confinned unto us by them that heard him."
Hebrews 2:3.

All members of the human race have
wandered away from God and are therefore
lost until they accept the provisions of
salvation. Wewould all be lost had not God,
through Christ, intervened in our behalf.
"All we like sheep have gone astray; we

have turned every one tc his own way; and
the LoRD hath laid on him the iniquity of us
all." Isaiah 53:6. "As it is written, There is
none righteous, no, not one." Romans 3: 10.
"But we are all as an unclean thing, and all
our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and
we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities,
like the wind, have taken US away." Isaiah
64:6. These texts in no wise confinn the

concept of original sin; they simply recog-
nize cause and effect of our own participa-
tion in sin.
Becausewe arebornwith sinfulnatures,

we are destined to rebel against God, choose
the way of Satan, and accumulate our own
life of sin, requiring the saving grace of
Christ to redeemus from the puttlsinnent we
sojustly deserve. All humanbeings are born
with a sinful human nature-a nature that is
attracted to sin. Even when converted and
surrendered to Cinist, we still possess this
nature, but through the power of Christ, it is
subdued and we live in the power of His
Spirit. "Knowing this, that our old man is
crucified with him, that the body of sin
might be destroyed, that henceforth we
should not serve sin. For he that is dead is
freed from sin." Romans 6:6-7. "There is
therefore now no condemnation to them
which are inChrist Jesus, who walknot after
the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the Jaw of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made
me free from the law of sin and death."
Romans 8:1-2.

When Christ returns to take His saints
to His kingdom, their natures will be
transformed into sinless natures. "For
this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortality.
So when this corruptible shall have put
on incorruption, and this mortal shall
have put on immortality, then shall be
brought to pass the saying that is written,
Death is swallowed up in victory." I Co-
rinthians 15:53-54.
It is not the natrue that we have that

will determine our eternal destiny. Eter-
nal destiny is determined by the accep-
tance of Christ, His substitutionary sacri-
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THE EVANGELICAL DILEMMA

Those with the spiritual mind have daily
surrendered their minds and their wills to

Jesus Christ, and they have gained the victory
over sin. While we retain the carnal mind, we
cannot obtain victory.

Ever wonder how to reach sincere evangelical
Christians? The Evangelical Dilemma compares
all the major doctrines of evangelical Protestant-
ism with the Word of God: The Objective Gospel,
Original Sin, The Legacy of Cyrus Scofield, Pre-
destination, The Antichrist, Secret Rapture, Mil-
lennium, Dispensationalism, Salvation by Justifi-
cation Alone, The Lord's Day, and so on. 222
pages.

Order your copies today from Hope International.
Only $10.95 eaeh.

Please see page 3 for shipping and sales tax information.

me, him will I blot out of my book."
Exodus 32:31-33.

The prophet Ezeldel brought forth
exactly the same principle. '"The soul
that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall
not bear the iniquity of the father, neither
shall the father bear the iniquity of the
son: the righteousness of the righteous
shall be upon him, and the wickedness of
the wicked shall be upon him." Ezekiel
18:20.
The human race indeed suffers many

consequences because of Adam's sin,
but no one will be punished in the lake
of fire merely because of Adam's sin.
Punishment will come only to those who
refuse to cease from personal rebellion
against God. Each person is responsible
for his own sin. He neither bears the
guilt of another, nor does another bear
his guilt, except it be Christ who bore
the guilt of the world upon Calvary. To
teach otherwise is to diminish man's own
gnilt, and to absolve man from the full-
ness of the power of the gospel to seek
God's complete restoration of moral
strength.

Our personal guilt and our helpless-
ness to do anything about it thrusts us
upon Jesus, the all-sufficient Savior, who
alone bore our sins upon the cross so
that our sins might be absolved, and that
we might be partakers of the divine na-
ture having escaped the corruption of the
world through lust. Is it any wonder that
the redeemed saints sing the mighty an-
them, "Worthy, worthy is the Lamb that
was slain!" 0

Note: This article has been modified from a
chapter in the book, The Evangelical Dilemma,
entitled, "The Dilemma of the Concept of Origi-
nal Sin."

Christ, he is none of his. And if Christ
be in you, the body is dead because of
sin; but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. But if the Spirit of him
that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell
in you, he that raised up Christ from
the dead shall also quicken your mortal
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in
you. Therefore, brethren, we are debt-
ors, not to the flesh, to live after the
flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye

shall die: but if ye through the Spirit
do mortify the deeds of the body, ye
shall live. For as many as are led by
the Spirit of God, they are the sons of
God." Romans 8:6-14.

No texts destroy more quicldy the
original sin concept than those which
declare that not one will be lost for
someone else's sin. When Moses ex-
pressed his willingness to be blotted out
of the book of life if it could save the
children of Israel, God's answer was ex-
plicit. "And Moses returned unto the
LORD, and said, Oh, this people have
sinned a great sin, and have made them
gods of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt for-
give their sin-; and if not, blot me, I
pray thee, out of thy book which thou
hast wtitlen. And the LORD said unto
Moses, Whosoever hath sinned against

fice, and high priestly ministry for us. As
we confess, repent, and forsake our sins,
Christ forgives, and as we lay hold on
His power, we gain victory over the
temptations of Satan. This requires a
daily resubmission of our lives to God.
When, during the first moments of our
waking time, we rededicate our lives to
Christ and pray to the Lord to fully take
our lives and work out His salvation in
them, His power will be with us during

the day and provide an abiding strength
to resist every Satanic deception and
temptation. "Submit yourselves therefore
to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you." James 4:7.

Contrast the situation of the wicked and
the righteous in terms ofthe carnalmind and
the spiritual mind. While both the wicked
and the righteous continue to have a sinful
nature, those with the carnalmind are slaves
to that nature, and cannot in that state, gain
victory over sin. Indeed, they do not have
the desire to do so. Those with the spiritual
mind have daily surrendered their minds
and their wills to Jesus Christ, and they have
gained the victory over sin. 'While we retain
the carnal mind, we cannot obtain victory.
That is why the man of Romans 7 had such
a failed experience. "For we know that the
law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under
sin. For that which I do I allow not: for what
I wonid, that do I not; but what I hate, that
do]." Romans 7:14-15.
ill the same passage of scripture,

Paul clarifies the destiny of those who
retain the carnal mind on the one hand,
and those who have allowed Christ to
develop within them a spiritual mind
on the other. "For to be carnally minded
is death; but to be spiritually minded is
life and peace. Because the carnal mind
is enmity against God: for it is not
subject to the law of God, neither in-
deed can be. So then they that are in
the flesh cannot please God. But ye are
not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so
be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.
Now if any man have not the Spirit of
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I would be grateful if you could keep on
sending me Our Firm Foundation. I ex-
press my appreciation for your magazine. It
helped me to distinguish the path for these
last days, and it also enlightened me in
different aspects. I use parts of your articles
for my sermons (that I am asked to deliver)
or in my work with the youth. May God
bless you and your work.

DJ,Hungary

Please do not stop sending me the is-
sues of Our Firm Foundation. They are a
part of my life, and I so look forward to
receiving them!

Please kindly help me with Prophets
and Kings, Testimonies, vol. 5, and the
Smdy Bible. My wife is requesting a copy
of The Adventist Home-even an old copy.

MM,Zambia

I arn very thankfW for the books which
I received from Hope International through
Our Firm Foundation. Here in Zimbabwe
we carmot find such important books.
Please keep up the good work. Time is
not on our side.

One other note: I am working very hard
to save money for my subscriptions. I think
I will be able to pay for them very soon. My
friends are really in need of these books,
and I am doing my best in order for them to
know more about Our Firm Foundation.
Please send me more magazines so that I
can distribute them. MM, Zimbabwe

A Christian friend of mine lent me a
paper entitled Earth Final Warning: A
New World Order Is Coming produced by
your organization. I have decided to write
to you due to my fascination with the con-
tents of your paper, and my interest in
researching such matters. Tell me, is tltis
paper some kind of periodical in which you
have ongoing copies coming out, or is this
just a special issue? If it is ongoing, I would
very much lice to subscribe to it. I would
also like to get a copy of Rome Challenge,
and any other information on the NewWorld
Order and the Papacy; also your tracts,
jOlUIlalS, magazines, catalogs, videos and
audio cassettes, etc.

You see, I am amissionary in my coun-
try, and I run a small video ministry. Hence
your help would definitely benefit me. Thank
you in advance for your courtesy in re-
sponding to my letter. I am earnestly look-
ing forward to your answer.

SB, West Indies

We received the shipment of the materi-
als you sent. Thank you so much for your
respouse to our plea for assistance. All help
is invaluable to us when we try to minister
to so many diverse men with such varied
interests and needs. If at any time in the
future you fmd yourself in a position to
donate more materials, we would be most
appreciative, and we will do our best to be
good stewards of God's resources by dis-
tributing to the men where they will do the
most good. Our prayers are for God to bless
you and your ministry beyond your greatest
dreams. We are convinced that our God is a
rewarder of faithfulness. HA, Chaplain,

GulfCorrectional Institution, FL

Greetings in the name of our soon
coming KIDg and Lord! Our Lord has given
me this golden opportu.nity to write tltis
letter of request for some religious materi-
als-like books and Bibles for free distribu-
tion to our members. eM, Nigeria

Thank you for the paper you sent me
eutitled Earth Final Warning. I live in a
very small town in Kenmcky. Having been
raised a Baptist, I have to admit of being
very skeptical when I started reading the
paper. I had it for awhile and showed it to a
few ofmy family members, but no one else
believes. I feel very fortu.nate that I received
it, but I thought it was peculiar that none of
my neighbors received one. The Bible con-
demns denominations, but most people be-
lieve what they are taught by their families.
After reading your paper I got my Bible and
looked up everytlting I had read. Obviously,
you made a believer out of me. I am a
single parent with two small children. I took
them to church about every Sunday, think-
ing I was doing right. Sure enough, the
Bible says the seventh day, and not the first,
is the Sabbath.

Anyway, sorry to bore you in getting to
the point. I would please like you to seud
me a free Bible course. I am a high school
graduate, but I have problems understand-
ing the Bible. I have heard of some denom-
ination that worships on Satu.rday, but I do
not Imow the name of it. Could you please
tell me? I would greatly appreciate it, so I
could go on Saturday also.

I feel very blessed and fortu.nate by
receiving your paper. Thank you so much
and God bless you. LS, Kentucky

I wish to apply for some of your books.
I have read some of them with particular
reference to The Acts of the Apostles. I was
really impressed about the way the writer
wrote her books aud the way she explained
some of the Bible passages.

Please, Sir, can you tell me the name of
your church and its doctriues? I am there-
fore appealing to you to consider my re-
quest and send me some of your books very
soon.

I hope my humble applicariou will re-
ceive the committee's urgent attention. May
God Almighty bless you and let your dreams
come true. Amen. FSB, Ghana

Once more, thank you so much for your
faithfulness in sending hope, comfort, and
warning to God's remnant people through
your timely magazine. They have been such
a blessing to my husband and me, and also
to our family! We really appreciate the fact
that you have gone to the trouble to post
Our Firm Foundation to us regularly for
years now, even though we are many thou-
sands of miles apart. We still need your
prayers, and maybe one day soon you will
have opportu.nity to visit us in South Africa

J & V. South Africa

It was almost like a dream when I saw
the parcel of the Spirit of Prophecy books,
magazines, and the photostats for the Sab-
bath and other doctrinal topics enclosed.
The joy that accompanied the reception of
the package was so great! May our corre-
spondence continue unabated as your orga-
nizarion rejuvenated my spirimal zeal!

FO, Sudan
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TW"o-Faeed Polities
ONOctober 2, 1984, Pat Robertson

said to his 700 Club audience,
"There is nothing in the U.S. Con-

stitution that sanctifies the separation of
church and state." The Most Dangerous
Man in America?, 70. Then just a year
later Robertson told the National Press
Club in Washington that he believed "in
a separation between church and state
that is complete and inviolable." Ibid.,
72.

In March of 1994, Robertson offered
viewers of his CBN program a fact sheet
titled "Church & State: America's Myth
of Separation." The sheet restated the
Christian Coalition's position against the
'wall' of separation of church and state.
Then about a year later, the Christian
Coalition printed a booklet titled Ten
Myths about Pat Robertson and Reli-
gious Conservatives. The booklet states,
"Robertson repeatedly has stated his be-
lief in the separation of church and state
and the evil of an established church."
Ibid.

These are examples of one of the
most disappoinring characteristics of the

Christian Coalition, namely, two-faced
politics. One of the most beautiful things
about true Christianity is that it is trans-
parent. No one should have to second
guess what a Christian believes. If a man
holds a certain religious conviction, he
should always hold to that conviction
regardless of the circlUnstances, as long
as his convictions are founded on the
Bible and on the Spirit of Prophecy.

It is sheer disappointment to see Pat
Robertson and the Christian Coalition
speak out against the principles that pro-
vide the freedoms they enjoy. Pat
Robertson is able to attend any church
that he wants. He can print and distribute
his own religious opinions. He Can oper-
ate his own radio and television ministry.
He can establish a university and appoint
his professors. He can run his own social
service ministry. He has the freedom to
proclaim his moral and political views
without paying one dime in federal, state,
and local taxes. To what principle does
Pat Robertson owe all this freedom? He
enjoys these freedoms because of the
separation of church and state.

Yet, the Religious Right gives the
distorted picture that they are the vic-
tims of "religious cleansing" in
America. They liken this cleansing to
the ethnic cleansing of Bosnia and the
extermination of six million Jews un-
der Nazi Germany. Keith Fournier said,
"Just as ethnic cleansing attempts to
rid certain etImic groups and their in-
fluence from public life, so religious
cleansing attempts to do the same with
religious groups, their beliefs, and their
values." Ibid., 216.
In war-tom Bosnia, women have

been raped, men murdered, children
left to suffer the pains of hunger, and
families divided. How can anyone com-
pare the court rulings of striking down
the displaying of religious symbols on
govermnent property to the atrocities
of Bosnia? How can anyone compare
the murder of six million Jews to ask-
ing a high school valedictorian to re-
frain from turning his graduation speech
into a sermon at a mandatory public
school audience? Such a comparison is
to show a high degree of insensitivity
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I t is unfortunate that so many commentatorstoday do not see the very real threat of the
political ambitions of the Christian Coalition. It
is not just an organization with an assortment of
rhetoric.

to the pain and the sorrow of those
who have truly faced persecution.
Fournier has even compared the

American "wall" of separation of church
and state to the Berlin Wall. However,
behind the Berlin Wall, all religious ex-
pression was illegal. Yet, Mr. Fournier
has full freedom to attend his Catholic
Church in the United States. These
shameful distortions can hardly be said
to be Christian.
It is indeed strange for these men to

tear down the "wall" that provides their
freedom of religious expression. In-
stead, they highiy esteem the times of the
Pilgrims during early colonial times in
America. Pat Robertson wrote in his
hook, The New World Order, "The
founders of America-at Plymouth Rock
and in the Massachusetts Colony-felt
that they were organizing a society based
on the Ten Commandments and the Ser-
mon on the Mount. They perceived this
new land as a successor to the nation of
Israel, and they tried their best to model
their institutions of governmental order
after the Bible. In fact, the man who
interpreted the meaning of Scripture to
them, the pastor, was given a higher
place than the governor of the colony.
These people built an incredible society
because they exalted 'the mountain of
the Lord's house' above the other moun-
tains." The New World Order, 246.
What Robertson fails to realize in his

exultation of the Massachusetts Bay
Colony as an "incredible society," is that
his practice and preaching of Pentecostal
theology would not have been tolerated.
His speaking in tongues would have been
considered blasphemous. There was only
one form of religious worship in the
colony, with no room for two. Is this
Robertson's idea of a "Christian" nation?

In 1991, Zambian President Frederick
Chiluba declared his country to be a
"Christian nation." When Robertson in-
terviewed Chiluba on the 700 Club, he
lamented that no such declaration had
occurred in the United States. Robertson
told Chiluba, "Your country is a standard
for not only Africa but the rest of the
world." The Most Dangerous Man in
America?, 203. After the interview,
Robertson asked the audience, "Wouldn't
you love to have someone like that as
president of the United States of
America?" Ibid.
So what has taken place in Zambia's

"Christian nation"? The country is
guided by fundamentalist Christianity.
People who belong to the Islamic,

Hindu, and animistic faiths, which com-
prise an estimated 25 to 50 percent of
the population, were told that they
would have to build their own schools,
while fuudamentalist Christians can in-
undate the public school system. The
state-run radio and television stations
will broadcast only fundamentalist
Christian programs. All other religions

must establish their own facilities. Are
these the characteristics of a toleraut
"Christian nation"?
It is unfortunate that so many commen-

tators today do not see the very real threat of
the political ambitions of the Christian
Coalition. It is not just an organization with
an assortment of rhetoric. Robertson's CBN
ministry successfully brings in $75-95mil-
lion each year. This political ministry is
sitting on an endowment of one billion
dollars, with plans to double that by the year
2000. Of course, CBN represents only a
part of the wealth behind the Religious
Right's financial power and influence.
This immense wealth of the Reli-

gious Right will go far in influencing

politics in America. For example, in an
average election, only 60 percent of all
adults who are eligible to vote are actu-
ally registered to vote. Of this 60 percent
only about half will actually cast a vote.
Therefore, you only need about fifteen
percent of all eligible voters to swing an
election. For local elections, you can
determine the outcome with only 6-7

percent of eligible voters. Consequently,
polls are not a true reflection of what
will actually take place in the ballot box.
It is the conviction of this author that

Sunday laws are imminent. The likely
players who will push for Sunday legis-
lation are already on the scene with power
and momentum. Time is short. Our pro-
bation will soon close. I pray that we
will all be ready to be judged by God. I
pray that we will all be prepared to
defend the faith, for all will be brought
to the test. I pray that we will give all of
who we are, and all of what we have, to
the finishing of this glorious work. 0
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Disease and Its Causes

Part 1.
by Ellen G. White

SINCE the Fall in Eden, the race has
been degenerating. Deformity, im-
becility, disease, and human suffer-

ing have been pressing heavier and heavi-
er upon each successive generation, and
yet the masses are asleep as to the real
causes. They do not consider that they
themselves are guilty, in a great measure,
for this deplorable state of things. They
generally charge their sufferings upon
Providence, and regard God as the Au-
thor of their woes. But it is intemperance,
to a greater or less degree, that lies at the
foundation of all this suffering.
Eve was intemperate in her desires

when she pul forth her hand to take of the
fruit-forbidden tree. Self-gratification has
reigned almost supreme in the hearts of
men and women since the Fall. Especially
has the appetite been indulged, and they
have been controlled by ii, instead of by
reason. For the sake of gratifying the
taste, Eve transgressed the command of
God. He had given her everything her
wants required, yet she was not satisfied.
Ever since, her fallen sons and daughters
have followed the desires of their eyes
and of their taste. They have, like Eve,
disregarded the prohibitions God has
made, and have followed in a course of
disobedience, and, like Eve, have flat-
tered themselves that the consequence
would not be as fearful as had been
apprehended.

Man has disregarded the laws of his
being, and disease has been steadily in-
creasing. The cause has been followed by
the effect. He has not been satisfied with
food which was the most healthful; but
has gratified the taste even at the expense
of health.

God has established the laws of our
being. If we violate these laws, we must,
sooner or later, pay the penalty. The laws
of our being cannot be more successfully
violated than by crowding upon the stom-
ach unhealthful food, because craved by
a morbid appetite. To eat to excess, of
even simple food, will eventually break
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"Christ stands before ern Man,
the great Medical Missionary-an example

for all who should come af1er."
Lorna Linda Messages, 61.

down the digestive organs; but to eat too
great an amount of food, and that un-
wholesome, and the evil is greatly in-
creased. The constitution must become
impaired.

The human family have been growing
more and more self-indulgent, until health
has been most successfully sacrificed upon
the allar of lustful appetite. The inhabit-
ants of the old world were intemperate in
ealing and drinking. They would have
flesh meats, although God had given them
no permission to eat animal food. They ate
and drank 10 excess, and their depraved
appetites knew no bounds. They gave them-
selves up to abominable idolatry. They
became violent and ferociou.s, and so cOJr-
rupt that God could bear with them no
longer. Their cup of iniquity was full, and
God cleansed the earth of its moral pollu-
tion by a flood. As men multiplied upon
the face of the earth after the flood, they
forgot God, and cOffilpted their ways be-
fore Him. Intemperance in every form
increased 10 a great extent.

The Lord brought His people out of
Egypt in a victorious manner. He led them
through the wilderness to prove them and try
them. He repeatedly manifested His miracu-
lous power in their deliverances from their
enemies. He promised to take them to Him-
self as His peculiar treasure if they would
obey His voice and keep His command-
ments. He did not forbid them to eat the flesh
ofanhnals, but withheld it from them in great
measure. He provided them food which was
the most heallhful. He rained their bread
from heaven, and gave them purest waler

from the flinty rock. He made a covenant
with them: if they would obey Him in all
things, He would preserve them from dis-
ease. See Exodus 15:26.
But the Hebrews were not satisfied.

They despised the food given them from
Heaven, and wished themselves back in
Egypt, where they could sit by the flesh-
pots. They preferred slavery, and even
death, rather than to be deprived of
meat. God, in His anger, gave them flesh
10 gratify their lustful appetites, and
great numbers of them died while eating
the meat for which they had lusted. See
Numbers 11:33.
Nadab and Abihu were slain by the

fire of God's wrath for their intemper-
ance in the use of wine. God would have
His people understand that they will be
visited according to their obedience or
transgressions. Crime and disease have
increased with every successive genera-
tion. Intemperance in eating and drink-
ing, and the indulgence of the baser
passions, have benumbed the nobler fac-
ulties. Appetite, to an alarming extenl,
has controlled reason.

The human family have indulged an
increasing desire for rich food, until it
has become a fashion to crowd all the
delicacies possible into the stomach.
Especially at parties of pleasure is the
appetite indulged with but little restraint.
Rich dinners and late suppers are partak-
en of, consisting of highly seasoned
meats, with rich gravies, rich cakes,
pies, ice cream, and so forth.

Professed Christians generally take
the lead in these fashionable gatherings.
Large sums of money are sacrificed to
the gods of fashion and appetite, in
preparing feasts of health-destroying
dainties to tempt the appetite, that through
this chaunel something may be raised for
religious purposes. Thus ministers and
professed Christians have acted their
part and exerted their influence, by pre-
cept and example, in indulging intem-
perance in eating, and in leading the
people to health-destroying gluttony. In-
stead of appealing to man's reason, to
his benevolence, his humanity, his no-
bler faculties, the most successful appeal
that can be made is to the appetile.

The gratification of the appetite will
induce men to give when otherwise they



would do nothing. What a sad picture for
Christians! With such sacrifice is God
well pleased? How much more accept-
able to Him was the widolJli's mite: Such
as follow her example fro111 the hca'i will
have well done. To have the hlessing of
Heaven attend the sacrifice': thus made,
can make the simplest offering of the
highest value.

Men and women who profess to be
followers of Christ are often slaves to
fashion, and to a gluttonous appetite.
Preparatory to fashionable gatherings"
time and strength, which should be de-
voted to higher and nobler pnrposes,
are expended in cooking a variety of
unwholesome dishes. Because it is fash-
ion, many who are poor and dependent
upon their daily labor will go to the
expense of preparing different lands of
rich cakes, preserves, pies, and a vari-
ety of fashionable foods for visitors,
which only injure those who partake of
them; when, at the same time, they need
the amount thus expended, to pnrehase
clothing for themselves and their chil-
dren. This time occupied in cooking
food to gratify the taste at the expense
of the stomach, should be devoted to
the moral and religious instruction of
their children.

Fashionable visiting is made an oc-
casion of gluttony. Hurtful foods and
drinks are partaken of in such measnre
as greatly to tax the organs of digestion.
The vital forces are called into unnec-
essary action in the disposal of it, which
produces exhaustion, and greatly dis-
tnrbs the circulation of the blood; and
as a result, want of vital energy is felt
throughout the system. The blessings
which might result from social visiting
are often lost, for the reason that yonr
entertainer, instead of being profited by
your conversation, is toiling over the
cook stove, preparing a variety of dish-
es for you to feast upon. Christian men
and women should never permit their
influence to countenance such a course
by eating of the dainties thus prepared.
Let them understand that your object in
visiting them is, not to indulge the
appetite, but that your associating to-
gether, and interchange of thoughts and
feelings, might be a mutual blessing.
The conversation should be of that ele-
vated, ennobling character that may af-
terward be called to remembrance with
feelings of the highest pleasure.

Those who entertain visitors should
have wholesome, nutritious food, from
fruits, grains, and vegetables, prepared in

a simple, tasteful n:<hlnCr. .such
will require but little extra labor or ex-
pense, and, partaken of in rnoderac...: quan-
tities, ,,,'ill not injure anyone. If \\orld-
lings choose to sacrifice tlme, money, and
health to gratify the appetite, let them do
so, and pay the penalty of the violation of
the laws of health; but Christians should
take their position in regard to these
things, and exert their influence in the
right direction. They call do much in
refonlling these fashionable, health and
soul-destroying customs.

Many indulge in the pernicious habi1
of eating just before sleeping hours. They
may have taken three regular yet
because they feel a sense of fair..tness, as
if hungry, will eat a lunch, or fourth meal.
By indulging this wrong practice, it has
become a habit, and they feel as if they
could not sleep without taking a lunch
before retiring. In many cases the cause
of this faintness is because the digestive
organs have been already too severely
taxed through the day in disposing of
unwholesome food forced upon the stom-
ach too frequently, and in too great quan-
tities. The digestive organs thus taxed
become weary, and need a period of
entire rest from labor to recover their
exhausted energies. A second meal should
never be eaten until the stomach has had
time to rest from the labor of digesting
the preceding meal. If a third meal be
eaten at all, it should be light, and several
hours before going to bed.

But with many the poor tired stom-
ach may complain of weariness in vain.
More food is forced upon it, which sets
the digestive organs in motion, again to
perform the same round of labor through
the sleeping hours. The sleep of such is
generally disturbed with unpleasant
dreams, and in the morning they awake
unrefreshed. There is a sense of lan-
guor, and a loss of appetite. A lack of
energy is felt through the entire system.
In a short time the digestive organs are
worn out; for they have had no time to
rest. These become miserable dyspep-
tics, and wonder what has made them
so. The cause has brought the sure
result. If this practice be indulged in a
great length of time, the health will
become seriously impaired. The blood
becomes impure, the complexion sal-
low, and eruptions will frequently ap-
pear. You will often hear complaints
from such, of frequent pains and sore-
ness in the region of the stomach; and
while performing labor, the stomach
becomes so tired that they are obliged

tD de:-iISl ...... ·'.'.. o;'k. aii(i They
seem to be at a loss to account for this
state of things: for, setting this aside.
they are apparently healthy.

Those who are changing from three
meals a day to two, will at first be
troubled more or less with faintness, es-
pecially about the time they have been in
the habit of eating their third meal. But if
they persevere for a short time, this faint-
ness will disappear.

The stomach. when we lie down to
rest should bave its worh all clone, that
it may enjoy as well other
portions of the hDdy. The work of di-
gestion shou ld not be carried on through
any period of the sleeping hours. After
the stomach, w'hich has been overtaxed.
has performed its task, it becomes ex-
hausted, which causes faintuess. Here
many are deceived, and think that it is
the want of food which produces such
feelings; and without giving the stom-
ach time to rest, they take more food,
which for the time removes the faint-
ness. And the more the appetite is in-
dulged, the more will be its clamors for
gratification. This faintness is generally
the result of meat eating, and eating
frequently, and too much. The stomach
becomes weary by being kept constant-
ly at work, disposing of food not the
most healthful. Having no time for rest,
the digestive organs become
hence the sense of "goneness," and
desire for frequent eating. The remedy
such require is to eat less frequently
and less liberally, and be satisfied with
plain, simple food, eating twice, or, at
most, three times, a day. The stomach
must have its regular periods for labor
and rest; hence eating irregularly and
between meals is a most pernicious
violation of the laws of health. With
regular habits and proper food the stom-
ach will gradually recover.

Because it is the fashion, in harmony
with morbid appetite, rich cake, pies, and
puddings, and every hurtful thing are
crowded into the stomach. The table must
be loaded down with a variety, or the
depraved appetite cannot be satisfied. In
the morning these slaves to appetite often
have impure breath and a fnrred tongue.
They do not enjoy health, and wonder
why they suffer with pains, headaches,
and various ills. The cause has brought
the snre results. 0

Review and Herald, June 6, 13, 1899.

October 1996 Our Firm Foundation 15



perfect our character by be-
lieving in Christ and by doing
His words. It involves a posses-

sion by the Holy Spirit with a change of
our tendencies toward obedience and a
manifestation of the fruits of the Spirit:

"The part man has to act in the salva-
tion of the soul, is to believe on Jesus
Christ as a perfect Redeemer, not for
some other man, but for his own self. He
is to trust, to love, to fear the God of
heaven. There is a certain work to be
accomplished. Man must be delivered
from the power of sin. He must be made

perfect in every good work. In doing the
words of Christ is his only assurance that
his house is built upon the solid founda-
tion. To hear, to say, to preach, and not
to do the words of Christ, is building
upon the sand. Those who do 'the words
of Christ will perfect a Christian charac-
ter, because Christ's will is their will.
Thus is Christ formed within, the hope
of glory. They are beholding, as in a
glass, the glory ofGod. By making Christ
the subject of meditation, He will be-
come the subject of conversation; and by
beholding, we will actually be changed

into the same image, from glory to glory,
even by the Spirit of the Lord. Man,
fallen man, may be transformed by the
renewing of the mind, so that he can
'prove what is that good, and acceptable,
and perfect, will of God.' Romans 12:2.
How does he prove this?-By the Holy
Spirit taking possession of his mind,
spirit, heart, and character. Where does
the proving come in?-'We are made a
spectacle unto the world, and to angels,
and to men.' 1 Corinthians 4:9. A real
work is wrought by the Holy Spirit upon
the human character, and its fruits are
seen; just as a good tree will bear good
fruit, so will the tree that is actually
planted in the Lord's garden produce
good fruit unto eternal life. Besetting
sins are overcome; evil thoughts are not
allowed in the mind; evil habits are
purged from the soul temple. The ten-
dencies, which have been biased in a
wrong direction, are turned in a right
direction. Wrong dispositions and feel-
ings are rooted out. Holy tempers and
sanctified emotions are now the fruit
borne upon the Christian tree. An entire
transformation has taken place. This is
the work to be wrought. We see by
experience that in our own human
strength, resolutions and purposes are of
no avail. Must we, then, give up?-No;
although our experience testifies that we
cannot possibly do this work ourselves,
help has been laid upon One who is
mighty to do it for us. But the only way
that we can secure the help ofGod is to
put ourselves wholly in His hands, and
trust Him to work for us. As we lay hold
of Him by faith, He does the work. The
believer can only trust. As God works,
we can work, trusting in Him and doing
His will." Ellen G. White Pamphlets,
No. 28, 8-9.
When we have a compelling desire to

be like Jesus, our beholding of His char-
acter will unconsciously, even instinc-
tively, transform us into His likeness:

"By searching the Written Word we
are enabled closely to observe··the divine
Model. As one becomes acquainted with
the history of the Redeemer; he discov-
ers in himself serious defects of charac-
ter; his unlikeness to Christ is so great
that he sees the necessity for radical
changes in his life. Still he studies, with
a desire to become like his great Exem-
plar. He catches the looks, the spirit, of
his belov,;dMaster; by beholding-'look-
ing unto'fesllS the author and finisher of
our faith,' (Hebrews l2:2)-he becomes
changed into the same image. Even un-

I'
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Dyhavmg a knowledge of Christ-His words,
.Dills habits, and His lessons of instruction-we
instinctively copy the virtues of the character we
have so closely studied, and become imbued with
the spirit which we have so much admired.

Holy Spirit, man becomes a new creature you appreciated the value of the work that
in Christ Jesus. He then abides in Christ, is to be done in the workshop of God, you
living by every word that proceedeth out would welcome the blows of the ax and
of the mouth of God. New and heavenly the hammer. Your self-esteem will be hurt,
principles are received through mental, your high opinion of yourself will be cut
moral, and spiritual association with Christ." away by the ax and the hammer, and the
Ibid., December 21, 1891. roughness of your character will be

Correct character development involves smoothed off; and when self and carnal
a joint work: propensities ate worked away, then the
" 'Work out your own salvationwith fear stone 'Will assume proper proportions for .

and trembling. For it is Godwhich worketh in the heavenly building, and then the Iz
youbothtowill andtodoofhisgoodpleasure.' ing, refining, subduing, burrdshing processes /#.-
Philippians 2:12-13. The work ofsalvation is will begin, and you will be molded
aworkof co-partnership, ajointoperation No the model of Christ's character. His own 'i.!&
mancanworkouthisownsalvationwithoutthe image is to be reflected in the polished
aid of the Holy Spirit: The CO-{)peration of character of His human agent, and the
divine and human forces is necessary for the stone is to be fitted for the heavenly build-
fonnation of right principles in the character. ing. Angels of God look upon the human
Man is to make the most strenuous efforts to agent that thus reflects the brightness and
overcome the tempter, to subdue natural pas- glory of the character of Christ, and pro-
sions;butheiswhollydependentuponGodfor claim in the heavenly courts: 'We are
success in theworkofovercoming the propen- labourers together with God: ye are God's
sities that are not in hannony with correct husbandry, ye are God's
principle.Q;uccessllependswholly uponwill- rinthians 3:9. 'Here are precious stones
ing obedience to the will and way of God. grQ.,.,mg ugjrlto a holy temple in the Lord.' "
Character develops in accordance with con- The Youth sInstructor, January 3, 1895.
fonuity to the divine plan. But man must Sin is expelled from the soul by the
work in Christ's lines. He must be a laborer higher powers of the new heart with the
togetherwith God. Hemustsubmitto God's divine energy of the Holy Spirit:
training, that he may be complete in Christ." "The expulsion of sin must be the act
Review and Herald, May 28, 1908. of the soul itself, in calling into exercise

The battle for character perfection is its noblest powers. The
a daily battle and a march: finite will can enjoy, consists m c ming

"Christ has given us no assurance that to into harmony with the will of God, com-
attain to perfection of character is an easy plying with the conditions that make man
matter. It is a conflict, abattle and amarCh, day a partaker of the divine nature." Our
by day. It is thrau much lribulation that we High Calling, 138.
enter the kingdom ofheaven. fuorderto share "The expulsion of sin is the act of the
with Christ inHis gJorywe must share inHis soul itself. True, we have no power to
suffering." Ibid., May 5, 1910. free ourselves from Satan's control; but

consciously we imitate that with which
we are familiar. By having a Imowledge
of Christ-His words, His habits, and
His lessons of instruction-we instinc-
tively copy the virtues of the character
we have so closely studied, and become
imbued with the spirit which we have so
much admired. Jesus becomes to us
'cbiefest among ten thousand,' (Song of
Solomon 5:10) the One 'altogether lovely.'
Song of Solomon 5:16." Bible Echo and
Signs of the Times, October 22, 1894.

Those who abide in Christwill have the
character of Christ with the fruits of the
Spirit:

" 'As the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself, except it abide in the vine; no more
can ye, except ye abide in me.' John 15:4.
Hewho is united to Christ is accepted in the
Beloved. That soul is dear to the heart of
God. The beuefits of this union will be
manifest. The child of God, abiding in
Christ, will have the character of Christ:
'The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meelmess, temperance.' Galatians 5:22.
_Wherever a soul is united to Christ; there is
love. Whatever else e c araeter ay pos-
sess, it is valueless with ave at love
that is soft, weak, senthnen , ut such love
as dwells in the heart of Christ. Without
love, everything else profitethnothing; for it
cannot possibly represent Christ, who is
love." The Signs of the Times, December
28, 1891.

Through a mental, moral, and spiri-
tual association with Christ, His life is
lived out in us:

" 'I am the vine, ye are the branches:
he that abideth in me, and I in him, the
sarne bringeth forth much fruit: for without
me ye can do nothing.' John 15:5. Is this
the test? Then is not here given a reason
why so little is accompllshed by so many
laborers? They have not a living connec-
tion with Christ. The dry branch is to be
united to the living vine, grafted into it.
Fiber by fiber, vein by vein, the graft
grows into the vine stock, until the life of
the vine becomes the life of the branch,
and the branch buds and blossoms, and
matures its clusters of rich fruit. Jesus says
to all, whatever their riches, their learning,
their talents, their position, 'Without me ye
can do nothing.' There is the soul dead in
trespasses and sins, and how is that soul to
be made a partaker of the divine nature?-
By coming to Christ and connecting with
Him, as the dry, sapless branch connects
with the vine, and thereby lives. The sinner
may unite his ignorance to Christ's wiS-
dom, his wea1mess to Christ's strength, his

frailty to Christ's enduring might; and in
this union there is confidence, love, and
dependence. When this union is formed,
the principle of the law of association takes
effect, the will is surrendered to Christ's
-will, and the sinner has the mind of Christ.-
The humanity in ·Christ has touched our
humanity, and our humanity has touched
Divinity. Thus, through the agency of the

The ax and the hammer in the work-
shop of God removes the carnal propen-
sities from the character:

"The mighty cleaver of truth has taken
you out of the quarry of the world. You
were rough stones with jagged edges,
bruising and marring whoever you carne
in contact with; there is a work to be
done to smooth off the rough edges. If
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A perfect character can be obtained. God
..t""\..llever issues a command without furnishing
the grace sufficient for its fulfillment. Ample
provision has been made that man shall be a
partaker of the divine nature.

when we desire to be set free from sin,
and in our great need cry out for a power
out of and above ourselves, the powers
of the soul are imbued with the divine
energy of the Holy Spirit, and they obey
the dictates of the will in fulfilling the
will of God." The Desire ofAges, 466.

"The expulsion of sin is the act of the
soul itself. In its great need the soul cries out
for a power out of and above itself; and
through the operation of the Holy Spirit the

nobler powers of the mind are imbued with
strength to break away from the bondage of
sin." The Faith I Live By, 91

Many are teaching that if a Christian
sins, be still retains his justification. This is
not according to Inspiration. Only those
who, by God's grace, do right are righteous:

"'Whosoever abideth in him sinneth
not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen
him, neither known him. Little children,
let no man deceive you: he that doeth
righteousness is righteous." 1 John 3:6-7.

The commission of one known sin sepa-
rates us from God:

. "Sanctification is a daily work. Let
\Cj none deceive themselves with the belief
"l that God will pardon and bless them

while they are trampling upon one of His
requirements. The willful commission of

v' a known sin silences the witnessing voice
'<:)V \\ of the Spirit and separates the soul from
!»}( 'God." The Sanctified Life, 92.
;:p\t' We are justified by faith only if we,
: ,W by enabling grace, are obedient:
\' "No one can believe with the heart

unto righteousness, and obtain justifica-
tion by faith, while continuing the prac-
tice of those things which the Word of
God forbids, or while neglecting any
known duty." Selected Messages, book
1,396.
Thus we pass from life to death-when

we backslide-when we willfully commit
one known sin or we willfu1ly neglect one
Imown duty. However, God does not aban-
don us at that moment. He still loves us, and
the moment that we confess and turn from
our rebellion, we are restored to life.
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In the perfection of character there
should be constant progress:

"God's ideal for His children is higher
than the highest human thought can reach.
The living God bas given in His holy law a
transcript of His character. The· greatest
Teacher the world has ever known is Jesus
Christ. And what is the standard He has
given for all who believe in Him to reach?
'Beye therefore perfect, even as yourFather
which is in heaven is perfect.' Matthew

5:48. As God is perfect in His high sphere
of action, so man may be perfect in his
human sphere. The ideal of Christian char-
acter is Christlikeness. There is opened
before us a path of continnal advancement.
We have an object to reach, a standard to
gain which includes everything good and
pure and noble and elevated. There should
be continual striving and constant progress
onward and upward toward perfection of
character." In Heavenly Places, 141.

Character perfection, holiness, and sanc-
tification are progressive. They involve full
surrender to all known light in every aspect
of our life. We are not perfect, holy, or
sanctified at our level of Christian growth
while neglecting light in any other area of
our life. We cannot be "working" on one sin
in our life to the neglect of other known-ta-
us sins, and yet be considered by God as
perfect, holy, sanctified, or in a saving
relationship with Christ. From our perspec-
tive, our surrender and obedience cannot be
progressive, but they must be full and
complete moment by moment for us to
remain in a justified and a saved condition.
To be "perfect" and \'saved" we must, by
God's grace, be obeying daily all truth
lmown to us, and even seeking to lmow
more fully God'swill. Thatwhichmakes the
Christian walk of character perfection pro-
gressive is not a fuller surrender to God's
will, but the same daily, full surrender to a
progressive knowledge of His will. When-
ever we are neglecting or rejecting full
surreuder we are in rebellion, which is an
imperfect, unholy, unsanctified and an un-
saved condition.

In the Christian's warfare, Christ and the
Holy Spirit continue to raise the standard for
character perfection, holiness, sanctifica-
tion and the saved condition by progres-
sively revealing to us new truths, increased
light and new areas of character imperfec-
tions. We remain in character perfection, in
holiness, in sanctification and in a saved
relationship with Christ as we, by His
grace, remain (abide) in full surrender
(submission) to the progressive revela-
tion of His will and our defects.

God's command that we be perfect is
accompanied by enabling grace:

" 'Be ye therefore perfect, even as your
Father which is in heaven is perfect.' Man is
to be perfect in his sphere, even as God is
perfect in His sphere. How can such a lofty
standard be reached? The required perfec-
tion is based on the perfection of Christ,
'who of God is made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, and re-
demption.' 1Corinthians 1:30. He gave the
command requiring perfection, Hewhowas
Vi@. a human though allied to
Divinity. He has passed over the road we are
to tread, and He says, 'Withoutme ye can do
nothing.' But with Him we can do every-
thing. Thus a perfect character can be
obtained. God" never issues a command
without furnishing the grace sufficient for its
fulfiliment. Ample provision has beenmade
that man shall be a partaker of the divine
nature." The Signs of the Times, July 26,
1899.
Ifwe abide in full surrender to Christ,

we are changed from "glory to glory" in
His perfect character:

"The love and honor and perfection
revealed in the Gospel are a revelation to
man of the character of God. The justice ___
and goodness-ana benevolence that were
seen in the character of Christ are to be
repeated in the lives of those who accept
the privileges of the Gospel. By a study of
the Word, we are to see Him as He iS,and,
charmed with the view of His divine per-
fection, we are to grow iuto the same
Ima e. We need to understand that the
Gaspe"! ully reveals the glory of the
o . t is the mirror that reveals the
character of God to the converted soul.
The likeness of God is revealed in the
perfect character of His Son, that we may
understand what it means to be made in the
likeness of the image of God, and what we
may become if by coustantly beholding

to be changed from
'glory to glory.' 2 Corinthians 3:18."
Ibid., February 24, 1909.

It is my prayer that each of us will
have this transforming experience. 0
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MNY of you are well aware
that ours is a peculiar work,
d that our labors are hard

and sometimes very unpleasant. In our
travels we find many persons, and some-
times, as in Maine, the majority of
Sabbathkeepers, poorly prepared to re-
ceive our testimony, simply because they
have not read such works as Spiritual
Gifts, Testimony to the Church, How to
Live, Appeal to Mothers, and Appeal to
Youth. Could all such on embracing the
Sabbath be interested to read these works,
their minds would be prepared to receive
our testimony and be benefited by our
labors. In Maine not more than one-
fourth of the families of Sabbathkeepers
have a full set of the above-named books,
hence our labors in that state were pro-
tracted, unpleasant and wearing.

The work to be done, in which we
appeal for help at this time, is to induce
all Sabbathkeepers to read these works,
and inform themselves as to the things
taught in them, and thus be prepared to
judge as to the nature of our work. We
do not now appeal to those who see no
necessity of our peculiar work, therefore
have no interest in it. These are the very
persons who need help, and for their
good we ask you, who are interested in
our labors, to help us iu our efforts to
help this class. And in no way can you
assist us so much as in circulating these
books.

There is now at our office of publica-
tion in Battle Creek, aud in the hauds of
agents, a good supply of this kiud of
reading, which should be put into the
hands of those who have not read these
works. With the united efforts of friends,
and the blessing of God, this good work
could be accomplished in a short time.
It is our opinion that these books

should immediately be placed in the
hands of all persons who have not read
them, not only of those who observe the
Sabbath, but those also who attend our
meetings with a degree of interest to
learn the truth, and we offer the follow-
ing reasons:

I. The present is a special time of
reclaiming the backslidden in heart and
life, the erring and the rebellious; and

the prejudices of such against the Testi-
monies, and against our work, form the
strongest barrier between these persons
and the living body of believers. Most of
these persons really know nothing of
what is taught in these works, and noth-
ing can remove their prejudices and pre-
pare them to receive our public labors so
well as to read the books.

2. From the very nature of the case,
considering all the circumstances, persons
who do not read these books, and do not feel
any special interest in the subject of spirimal
gifts, are almost certain to receive prejudice
against them, and against our work, indulge
in things reproved by them, and finslly fall
lUlder the influence of our enemies, and
separate themselves from the body, and give
up the cause.

3. It is much easier to fortify persons
against heresy and rebellion than to re-
claim them after they have thus fallen.
And these persons in their downward
course have an influence on others, and
sometimes cause trials to the whole
church, which calls for hard and anxious
labor from the servants of God for weeks.
Thus the precious time aud streugth of
our ministers is called for, and much
means is expended to remedy that which
might have been prevented by the read-
ing of the aforesaid works.

4. The greatest cause of our spiritual
feebleness as a people, is the lack of real
faith in spiritual gifts. If they all received
this kind of testimony in full faith, they
would put from them those things which
displease God, and would everywhere
stand in union and in strength. And three-
fourths of the ministerial labor now ex-
pended to help the churches could then
be spared to the work of raising up
churches in new fields.

A general movement should be made
upon this subject, in which all our people
canmanifest their faith and interest. And we
feel sure that in a well-directed, general
interest, the blessing of God would come
down upon us as a people, and great vigor
and strength would be given to the cause.
This wlll require a sacrifice, one that will be
accepted of the Lord.

In placing this class of reading be-
fore those who can be helped, our people

can sacrifice of their means, and of their
time, in searching out those destitute of
these books, and in furnishing them. In
this work they can show a commendable
zeal and a living interest. Our ministers
who labor with the churches can canvass
the entire field, and assist our churches
and scattered brethren in this work, in
connection with their general labor.

How Shall It Be Done?
I. Let our active ministers and breth-

ren each obtain a good supply, and when
and where practicable, in a proper man-
ner, urge the sale of them to those who
are able to purchase.

2. Let them give them to those who
do not feel able to pay for them, pro-
vided they are worthy persons, who give
evidence of sufficient interest to read
them to profit.
If any such should not read them, or

should they read them and not become
interested in them, they could be gath-
ered up and put into more worthy hands.

3. These persons can keep an account
of all they give, and receive credit at the
office of publication for the same at
wholesale prices.

4. All our people can donate means
and forward to the office more or less as
they have ability and a willing heart to
do, to pay the wholesale prices of these
works that are judiciously distributed gra-
tuitously. Let our ministers, elders, and
deacons at once bring this matter before
our people. Let subscription papers be
opened for men, women and children, to
donate liberally from ten cents to one
hundred dollars. Let none be passed by.

And we would appeal especially to
those brethren among us who are in health
and in the strength of manhood, who are
each adding hundreds, or perhaps thou-
sands, to their amount of property annually.
We need your liberal help in this work, and
expect it. Has God blessed you with health,
and has Heprosperedyou inyour fields, and
almost all to which youhave put your hands,
then use in His cause a portion of that with
which He has blessed you, and thus secure
His still more abundant blessing. Go to God
in prayer with thismatter, and do your duty
in relation to it.

Continued on 27
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Tidings of Trouble
This article continues a study of

Daniel 11:40-45. If you are not familiar
with the previous articles in this series,
we encourage you to review them. They
may be found in Our Firm Foundation,
beginning with the January 1996 issue.

The editors send forth this article
with the desire that it will serve to bring
out the Berean respon.se of searching the
Scriptures daily with all readiness of
mind to prove whether these things are
so. See Acts 17:11. With our readers, we
also look forward to an even clearer
understanding of Bible prophecy as the
scroll of world events continues to un-
roll.

-EDITORS

BUT tidings out of the east
and out of the north shall
trouble him: therefore he

shall go forth with great fury to
destroy, and utterly to make away
many," Daniel 11:44. (All empha-
sis supplied unless otherwise noted.)

The word translated as trouble in
verse 44 is used also in Daniel 5:6, 9:

"Then the king's countenance was
changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so
that the joints of his loins were loosed, and
his knees smote one against another. . . .
Thenwas king Belshazzar greatlytroubled,
and his countenance was changed in him,
and his lords were astonied." In Strong's
Concordance the defInition primarily con-
veyed is to tremble inwardly, or to be
snddenly alarmed, agitated, afraid, or dis-
mayed. The king of the north in Daniel
11:44 recognizes a message which brings
forth a reaction within himself, which paral-
lels Belshazzar's reaction when the myste-
rious wriring appeared upon the wall.

"Tidings" represent a message which
will greatly distrub the king of the north.
The key to the message which alarms and
infuriates him is identified in the prophetic
symbollsm of east and north These direc-
tions are associated with Christ. East sym-
bolizes Christ's coming, and north is the
direction from which the enenties of God's
people launched their attacks, as they were
used by God to deliver His retributive
judgments against Israel's apostasy. North
symbolizes a judgment message.

"Soon there appears in the east a small
black cloud, about half the size of a man's
hand. It is the cloud which surrounds the
Saviour and which seems in the distance to
be shrouded in darkness. The people ofGod
know this to be the sign of the Son ofman."
The Great Controversy, 640.

"The word that carne to Jerentiah con-
ceming all the people of Judah in the fourth
year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of
Judah, that was the first year of
Nebuchadrezzar king ofBabylon; the which
Jerentiah the prophet spake unto all the
people of Judah, and to all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, saying, ... Behold, I will send
and take all the families of the north, saith
the LORD, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of
Babylon, my servant, and will bring them
against this land, and against the inhabit-
ants thereof, and against all these nations
round about, and will utrerly destroy them,
and make them an astonishment, and an
hissing, and perpetual desolations." Jere-
ntiah 25: 1-2, 9.

"He who presides over His church
and the destinies of nations is carrying
forward the last work to be accomplished
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N ot only do east and north represent a
message of judgment and the return of

Christ, but they identify Christ Himself.

for this world. To His angels He gives
the commission to execute His judg-
ments. Let the ministers awake, let them
take in the situation. The work of judg-
m.ent begins at the sanctuary. 'And, be-
hold, six men came from the way of the
higher gate, which lieth toward the north,
and every man a slaughter weapon in his
hand; and one man among them was
clothed with linen, with a writer's inkhorn
by his side: and they went in, and stood
beside the brazen altar.' Read Ezekiel
9:2-10. The command is, 'Slay utterly
old and young, both maids, and little
children, and women: but come not near
any man upon whom is the mark; and
begin at my sanctuary. Then they began
at the ancient men which were before the
house.' Saith God. 'I will recompense
their way upon their head.' II Testimonies
to Ministers, 43 I -432.

North also identifies the controversy
between Satan and COOst which began in
heaven, for Satan has longed to take God's
position in the heavenly courts:

"For thou hast said in thine heart, I will
ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne
above the stars of God: I will sit also upon
the mount of the congregatiou, in tile sides
of the north." Isaiah 14:13.

The "sides of the nort!l" is God's
church, or His holy mountain:

"Beautiful for situation, the joy of
the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the
sides of the north, the city of the great
King." Psalm 48:2.

The king of the north's reaction to a
message from the north is an allusion to
Satan's attempt to usurp God's position.

Not only do east and nort!l represent
a message of judgment and the return of
Chtist, but they identify Christ HinlSelf:

"Who raised up the righteous man
from the east, called him to his foot,
gave the nations before hinl, and made
him rule over kings? he gave them as the
dust to his sword, and as driven stubble
to his bow. ... I have raised up one
from the north, and he shall come:
from the rising of the sun shall he call
upon my name: and he shall come upon
princes as upon mortar, and as the potter
treadeth clay. Who hath declared from
the beginning, that we may lmow? and
beforetime, that we may say, He is
righteous? yea, there is none that
sheweth, yea, there is none that
declareth, yea, there is none that heareth
your words. The first shall say to Zion,
Behold, behold them: and I will give to
Jerusalem one that hringeth good tid-
ings." Isaiah 41:2, 25-27.

This passage of Isaiah identifies Chtist
as the Onewho would be raised up from the
east and the north. It is the message of
COOs!'s righteousness, which is the last
message of mercy to a dying world-the
message of COOst's character. See Christ;;
Object Lessons, 415. In Danlel 11:44 is
found the same "good tidings" of Isaiah 41,

as well as the "good tidings" which COOst
announced at the beginning ofHis ministry:

"The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon
me; because the LORD hath anointed me
to preach good tidings unto the meek;
he hath sent me to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclainl liberty to the cap-
tives, and the opening of the prison to
them that are bound; to proclaim the
acceptable year of the LORD, and the day
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all
that moum." Isaiah 61:1-2.

The difference with the "tidings" of
Danlel 11:44 and the message of COOst
while He was on earth is that it was not then
"the day of vengeance ofour God." It is the
recognition of the "vengeance" connected
with the tidings of Danlel 11 :44, which
makes the king ofthe north tremble and fear.

The "good tidings" of Christ's
righteousness is always accompanied
with an outpouring of His Spirit:

"What was the result of the outpouring
of the Spirit on the Day of Pentecost? The
glad tidings of a risen Saviour were
cartied to the ultemlOst parts of the inhab-
ited world." The Acts of the Apostles, 48.

This message of glad tidings will soon
be proclainled once again. This time it will
not be in the context of the "risen Saviour,"
but in the context of the return ofCOOst and
the close of judgment which precedes "the
dsy of the Lord's vengeance." Isaiah 34:8.
This message will bring a response of fear
and retaliation from the forces associated
with the king of the north.

Danlelll:40-43 portrays the infliction
of the deadly wound upon the Papacy in
1798, followed by a three-step returning of
the Papacy to its former position of power.
It fIrst retaliates against the forces of the

king of the south, and then enters the
glorious land of the United States. Then all
the nations of the world, as symbolized by
the land ofEgypt, are brought into captivity.
After these three obstacles are overcome,
we see the king of the north controlling all
the finances of the earth, identifying that the
Papacy has fully returned to the position

which it possessed during the 1260 years of
Papal supremacy.

After this, in verse 44, Daniel switches
our attention to the final battle between the
Papacy and God. The sealing of God's
people begins in verse 41as the Sunday law
is enacted in the United States, but verse 44
more directly identifIes the sealingmessage,
while also illustrating the Satanic reaction to
that message. The sealing message is the
message from the east:

"And I saw another angel ascending
from the east, having the seal of the living
God: and he cried with a loud voice to the
four angels, to whom itwas given to hutt the
earth and the sea, saying, Hutt not the earth,
neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have
sealed the servants of our God in their
foreheads." Revelation 7:2-3.

The message of the sealing angel is
the third angel's message:

"I then saw the third angel. Said my
accompanying angel, 'Fearful is his work.
Awful is his mission. He is the angel that
is to select the wheat from the tares, and
seal, or bind, the wheat for the heavenly
garner. These things should engross the
whole mind, the whole attention.' " Early
Writings, 118.

Through the third angel's message
the church, and then the world-will be
tested. It is the message which enrages
the king of the north:

"When the third angel's message
closes, mercy no longer pleads for the
guilty inhabitants of the earth. The people
of God have accomplished their work.
They have received 'the latter rain,' 'the
refreshing from the presence of the Lord, '
and they are prepared for the trying hour
before them. Angels are hastening to
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The whole world is to be stirred with enmity
against Seventh-day Adventists, because

they will not yield homage to the Papacy, by
honoring Sunday, the institution of this anti-
Christian power.

and fro in heaven. An angel rerurning
from the earth announces that his work is
done; the final test has been brought
upon the world, and all who have proved
themselves loyal to the divine precepts
have received 'the seal of the living
God.' Revelation 7:2. Then Jesus ceases
His intercession in the sanctuary above.
He lifts His hands and with a loud voice
says, 'It is done;' (Revelation 21:6) and

all the angelic host layoff their crowns
as He makes the solemn announcement:
'He that is unjust, let him be unjust still:
and he which is filthy, let him be filthy
still: and he that is righteous, let him be
righteous still: and he that is holy, let
him be holy still.' Revelation 22:11. Ev-
ery case has been decided for life or
death. Christ has made the atonement for
His people and blotted out their sins.
The number of His subjects is made up;
'the kingdom and dominion, and the
greatness of the kingdom under the whole
heaven,' (Daniel 7:27) is about to be
given to the heirs of salvation, and Jesus
is to reign as King of kings and Lord of
lords.
"When He leaves the sanctuary, dark-

ness covers the inhabitants of the earth. In
that fea.rfu1 time the righteous must live in
the sight of a holy God without an interces-
sor. The restraint which has been upon
the wicked is removed, and Satan has
entire control of the finally impenitent.
God's long-suffering has ended. The world
has rejected His mercy, despised His love,
and tnunpled upon His law. The wicked
have passed the boundary of their proba-
tion; the Spirit ofGod, persistently resisted,
has been at last withdcawn. Unsheltered by
divine grace, they have no protection from
the wicked one. Satan will then plunge the
inhabitants of the earth into one great, final
trouble. As the angels of God cease to hold
in check the fierce winds ofhuman passion,
all the elements of strife will be let loose.
The whole world will be involved in ruin
more terrible than that which carne upon
Jerusalem of old.
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"A single angel destroyed all the first-
born of the Egyptians and filled the land
with mourning. When David offended
against God by numbering the people,
one angel caused that terrible destruction
by which his sin was punished. The same
destructive power exercised by holy an-
gels when God commands, will be exer-
cised by evil angels when He pennits.
There are forces now ready, and only

waiting the divine permission, to spread
desolation everywhere.

"Those who honor the law ofGod have
been accused of bringing judgments upon
the world, and they will be regarded as the
cause of the fea.rfu1 convulsions of nature
and the strife and bloodshed among men
that are filliug the earth with woe. The
power attending the last warning has
enraged thewicked; their anger is kindled
against all who have received the mes-
sage, and Satan will excite to still greater
intensity the spirit ofhatred and persecu-
tion.

"When God's presence was finally
'Withdrawn from the Jewish nation, priests
and people knew it not. Though under
the control of Satan, and swayed by the
most horrible and malignant passions,
they still regarded themselves as the cho-
sen of God. The ministration in the temple
continued; sacrifices were offered upon
its polluted altars, and daily the divine
blessing was invoked upon a people guilty
of the blood of God's dear Son and
seeking to slay His ministers and apostles.
So when the irrevocable decision of the
sancruary has been pronounced and the
destiny of the world has been forever
fixed, the inhabitants of the earth will
know it not. The forms of religion will
be continued by a people from whom the
Spirit of God has been fmally withdrawn;
and the satanic zeal with which the prince
of evil will inspire them for the accom-

of his malignant designs, will
bear the semblance of zeal for God.

"As the Sabbath has become the spe-
cial point of controversy throughout

Christendom, and religious and secular
authorities have combined to enforce the
observance of the Sunday, the persistent
refusal of a small minority to yield to the
popular demand will make them objects
of universal execration. It will be urged
that the few who stand in opposition to
an institution of the church and a law of
the state ought not to be tolerated; that it
is better for them to suffer than for whole
nations to be thrown into confusion and
lawlessness. The same argument eigh-
teen hundred years ago was brought
against Christ by the 'rulers of the
people.' See Acts 4:8. 'It is expedient
for us,' said the wily Caiaphas, 'that one
man should die for the people, and that
the whole nation perish not.' John 11:50.
This argument will appear conclusive;
and a decree will finally be issued against
those who hallow the Sabbath of the
fourth commandment, denouncing them
as deserving of the severest punishment
and giving the people liberty, after a
certain time, to put them to death.
Romanism in the Old World and apos-
tate Protestantism in the New will pursue
a similar course toward those who honor
all the divine precepts.

"The people of God will then be
plunged into those scenes of affliction
and distress described by the prophet as
the time of Jacob's trouble. 'Thus saith
the LORD; We have heard a voice of
trembling, of fear, and not of peace....
All faces are turned into paleness. Alas!
for that day is great, so that none is
like it: it is even the time of Jacob's
trouble; but he shall be saved out of
it.' Jeremiah 30:5-7." The Great Con-
troversy, 613-616.

The loud-cry message begins to be
proclaimed in earnest at the passage of a
national Sunday law. Persecution in-
creases from that point forward-even-
rually including martyrdom:

"When this grand work is to take
place in the battle, prior to the last
closing conflict, many will be impris-
oned, many will flee for their lives from
cities and towns, and many will be mar-
tyrs for Christ's sake in standing in de-
fense of the truth." Maranatha, 199.

"The whole world is to be stirred with
emnity against Seventh-day Adventists, be-
cause they will not yield homage to the
Papacy, by honoring Sunday, the institution
of this anti-Christianpower. It is the purpose
of Satan to cause them to be blotted from
the earth, in order that his supremacy ofthe
world may not be disputed." Review and
Herald, August 22, 1893.



The Most Vivid Presentation
"The season of distress and anguish

before us will require a faith that can
endure weariness, delay, and hunger-a
faith that will not faint though severely
tried.... The 'time of tronble, such as
never was,' (Daniel 12:1) is soon to
open upon us; and we shall need an
experience which we do not now possess
and which many are too indolent to ob-
tain. It is often the case that trouble is
greater in anticipation than in reality;
but this is not true of the crisis before
us. The most vivid presentation can-
not reach the magnitude of the or-
deal." The Great Controversy, 621-622.
When probation for the world closes

there will be no more martyrs:
Inverse 44 the pope andhis allies go out

"to destroy and utterly make away many."

The Hebrew text indicates an infUJitive of
these two words, (destroy and make away),
leaving the verb shall go as primatily
identifying intentions rather than actual ac-
tions. The intended actions which never
occur during this sequence of events are
referting to the worldwide death decree.
With this insight we also recognize that the
phrase "utterly to make away" comes from
the Hebrew word charam. Strong SConcor-
dance indicates that it means "to devote to
religious uses, especially destruction." We
conclude from this phrase that the king of
the north has an underlying religious moti-
vation inattempting to destroyGod's people.
The message from the east and the

north, the third angel's message, comes
to a close as probation for the world
closes, and the enemies of God's people
are totally brought under the control of
the spirit of Satan:

"I was pointed down to the time when
the third angel's message was closing.
The power of God had rested upon His
people; they had accomplished their work
and were prepared for the trying hour
before them. They had received the latter
rain, or refreshing from the presence of
the Lord, and the living testimony had
been revived. The last great warning had
sounded everywhere, and it had stirred
up and enraged the inhabitants of the
earth who would not receive the mes-
sage." Early Writings, 279.

We shall see in the final article of
this series that Daniel 11 :45 describes
where the lang of the north, God's church,
and the inhabitants of the earth stand in
relation to each other when probation
closes. 0
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The Altering of God's Purpose

HTas for you, your carcases, they
hall fall in this wilderness. And
our children shall wander in the

wilderness forty years, and bear your
whoredoms,Wltil your carcases be wasted
in the wilderness. After the number of
the days in which ye searched the land,
even forty days, each day for a year,
shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty
years, and ye shall mow my breach of
promise." Numbers 14:32-34. "Altering
ofmy purpose."-Margin. "Ye shalilmow
My alienation."- R.V. "The revoking of
My promise."-Margin, R.V.

"Ever since they left Egypt, Satan had
been steadily at work to throw hindrances
and temptations in their way, that theymight
not inherit Canaan. And by their own unbe-
lief they had repeatedly opened the door for
him to resist the purpose of God." Patri-
archs and Prophets, 423. "God hadmade it
their privilege and their duty to enter the
land at the time of His appointment, but
through their willful neglect that permission
had been withdrawn. Satan had gained his

object in preventing them from entering
Canaan." Ibid., 392. Through the ten un-
faithful spies Satan succeeded in tnming
Israel back into the wilderness.

God Dishonored

"Moses faithfully set before them their
errors and the transgressions oftheir fathers.
They had often felt impatient and rebellious
because of their long wandering in the
wilderness; but the Lord had not been
chargeable with this delay in possessing
Canaan; He was more grieved than they
because He could not bring them into
immediate possessionofthePromisedLand,
and thus display before all nations His
mighty power in the deliverance of His
people. With their distrust ofGod, with their
pride and unbelief, they had not been pre-
pared to enter Canaan. They would in no
way represent that people whose God is the
Lord; for they did not bearHis character of
pw:ity, goodness, and benevolence. Had
their fathers yielded in faith to the direction

of God, being governed by His judgments
and walldng in His ordinances, they would
long before have been settled in Canaan, a
prosperous, holy, happy people. Their delay
to enter the goodly land dishonored God
and detracted from His glory in the sight of
surrounding nations." Ibid., 464.

God Insulted

Of the capture of Jericho we read:
"Long had God designed to give the city of
Jericha to His favored people and magnify
His name among the nations of the earth.
Forty years before, when He led Israel out
of bondage, He had proposed to give them
the land of Canaan. But by their wicked
murmurings and jealousy they had pro-
voked His wrath, and He had caused them
to wander for weary years in the wilderness,
till all thosewho had insultedHimwith their
unbelief were no more. In the capture of
Jericho God declared to the Hebrews that
their fathers might have possessed the city
forty years beforehad they trusted inHim as
did their children." Testimonies, vol. 4, 162.

God's Promise Revoked

"God had declared that He would give
them the country, and they shouldhave fully
trusted Him to fulfill His word.... In their
unbelief they were limiting the work ofGod
and distrusting the hand that had hitherto
safely guided them.... They distorted the
truth in order to carry their baneful purpose.
. . . Thus they manifested their diarespect
for God and for the leaders He had ap-
pointed to conduct them. ... Moses pre-
vailed with God to spare the people, but
because of their arlogance and unbelief the
Lord could not go with them to work in a
miraculous manner in their behalf. There-
fore in His divine mercy He bade them
adopt the safest course and rum back into
the wilderness toward the Red Sea. He also
decreed that, as a punishment for their
rebellion, all the adults who left Egypt, with
the exception of Caleb and Joshua, should
be forever excluded from Canaan. Theyhad
utterly failed to keep their promise of obe-
dience to God, and this released Him from
the covenant that they had so repeatedly
violated." Ibid., 149-153. "God had pur-
posed better things for them." Patriarchs
and Prophets, 428.

Modem Application

"Now all these things happened unto
them for ensamples: and they are written for
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the
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T.he history of the report of the twelve spies. has an application to us as a people.... The
same unwillingness is manifested to heed
faithful reports and true counsel as in the days
of Caleb and Joshua.

world are come." 1Corintlrians 10:11. "The
history of the report of the twelve spies has
an application to us as a people. The scenes
of cowardly complaining and drawing back
from action when there are risks to be
encountered are re-enacted among us today.
The same unwillingness is manifested to
heed faithful reports and true conusel as in
the days of Caleb and Joshua.... Satan is
wide awake andworkingwarily in these last
days, and God calls for men of spiritnal
nerve and stamina to resist his artifices....
The church needs faithful Calebs and
Joshuas, who are ready to accept eternal life
on God's simple condition of obedience."
Testimonies, vol. 4, 154-156.

Hislory Repealed

"The history of ancient Israel is written
for our benefit. ... Many who, like ancient
Israel, profess to keep God's command-
ments have hearts of unbelief while out-
wardly observing the statntes of God. Al-
though favoredwithgreat light andprecious
privileges, they wlll nevertheless lose the
heavenly Canaan, even as the rebellious
Israelites failed to enter the earthly Canaan
that God had promised them as the reward
of their obedience. As a people we lack
faith. In these days few wonld follow the
directions given through God's chosen ser-
vant as obediently as did the armies ofIsrael
at the taking of Jericho. ... Faith is the
living power that presses through every
barrier, overrides all obstacles, and plants
its banner in the heatt of the enemy's camp.
Godwill do marvelous things for those who
trust in Him. It is because His professed
people trust so much to their own wisdom,
and do not give the Lord an opportunity to
reveal His power in their behalf, that they
have no more strength. ... God works
mightily for a faithful people who obey His
Word without questioning or doubt." Ibid.,
162-164.

Kadesh-Barnea Repealed

Speaking of the Kadesh-Bamea experi-
ence ofancient Israel, SisterWhite said: "The
lesson of this record is for us. The Lord had
prepared the way before His people. They
were very near the Promised Land A little
while and they would have entered Canaan.
They themselves delayed the entering. In the
first place, itwas they who requested that spies
should be sent up to search the land ... The
request that the spies be sent into Canaan
showed a lack of faith; for God had told the
peopleplainly that theywereto takepossession
of the land Why then did they need to send

spies to search it? Had they put their trust in
God, they could have gone straight in. God
wouldhavegonebefore1:hem....Bretlrrenand
sisters, from the light givenme, I know that if
the people of God had preserved a living
cormection with Him, if they had obeyed His
Word, they would today be in the heavenly
Canaan."GeneralConference Bulletin,March
30, 1903.

Work of Salan

"Satan's snares are laid for us as
verily as they were laid for the children
of Israel just prior to their entrance into
the land of Canaan. We are repearing the
history of that people." Testimonies, vol.
5, 160. "As we approach the close of
time, as the people of God stand upon
the borders of the heavenly Canaan, Sa-
tan will, as of old, redouble his efforts to
prevent them from entering the goodly
land. He lays his snares for every sonl."
Patriarchs and Prophets, 457. Many
times did the servant of the Lord declare
that the spirit of opposition to the mes-
sage of 1888 was inspired by Satan. See
Testimonies to Ministers, 77-81. Because
the Advent movement was at the borders
of the heavenly Canaan, Satan worked
desperately to defeat the purpose of God.

At Minneapolis

Through the efforts of SalJm, the glorious
message thatbegan in 1888 at theMinneapolis
General Conference wasmade ofnone effect.
It was rejected and despised by many, and
while others acknowledged it to be ttue, they
failed to take it to heat! and enter into the
experience of righteousness by faith. This is
paramount to a rejection. "Has not the Lord
Jesus sentmessage aftermessage ofrebuke, of
warning, of entteaty to these self-satisfied
ones? Have not His counsels been despised
and rejected? Have not His delegatedmessen-
gers been tteated with scorn, and their words
been received as idle tales? Christ sees that
which man does not see. He sees the sins

which, if not repented of, will exhaust the
patienceofalong-sufferingGod. Christ cannot
take up the names ofthose who are satisfied in
their own self-sufficiency. He cannot impor-
!nne in behalfofa peoplewho feel no need of
His help, who claim to know and possess
everything. ... In every meeting since the
General Conference, souls have eagerly ac-
cepted the precious message of the righteous-

ness of Christ. We thank God that there are
souls who realize that they are in need of
somethingwhichtheydonotpossess-goldof
faith and love, white raiment ofChrist's right-
eousness, of spiritnal discenunent.
... Now is theday ofgracious opportunity and
privilege. Letnotonebeattaitorto holy, sacred
trusts, aswere the Jews. Resistnotgrace, abuse
notprivileges, smothernot inyourhwnanpride
the convictions of the Spirit of God Despise
not warnings, settle not down in hardoess of
heart, in confirmed impenitence, as did Pha-
raoh, the rebellious king of Egypt. Let every
one listen to the voice of the True Shepherd,
and not only hear but obey, and itwill bewell
with your soul." Review andHerald, July 23,
1889.

Ridiculed and Rejected

"The prejudices and opinions that pre-
vailed at Minneapolis are not dead by any
means; the seeds sown there in some hearts
are ready to spring into life and bear a like
harvest. The tops have been cut down, but
the roots have never been eradicated, and
they still bear theirunholy fruit to poison the
judgment, pervert the perceptions, and blind
the understanding of those with whom you
connect, in regard to the message and the
messengers. When, by thorough confession,
you desttoy the root of bitterness, you wlll
see light in God's light. Without this thor-
ough work you will never clear your souls.
... There has been a depatture from God
among us, and the zealous work of repen-
tance and retnrn to our first love essential to
restoration to God and regeneration of
heart, has not yet been done.... The true
religion, the only religion of the Bible, that
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The souls who love God, who believe in
Christ, and who eagerly grasp every ray of

light, will see light, and rejoice in the truth.
They will communicate the light. They will
grow in holiness.

teaches forgiveness only through the merits
of a crucified and risen Saviour, that advo-
cates righteousness by faith of the Son of
God, has been slighted, spoken against,
ridicnled, and rejected." Life Sketches,
326-327.

Persecution

"'To accuse and criticize those whom
God is using, is to accuse and criticize the
Lord, who has sent them. All need to
cultivate their religious faculties that they
may have a right discernment of religious

things. Some have failed to distinguish
betweenpure gold andmere glitter, between
the substance and the shadow. ... We
should be the last people on the earth to
indulge in the slightest degree the spirit of
persecution against those who are bearing
the message ofGod to the world This is the
most terrible feature of un-Cbrist1ikeness
that hasmanifested itself among us since the
Minneapolis meeting. Sometime it will be
seen in its true beating, with all the burden
of woe that has resulted from it." Special
Testimony, "Danger of Adopting a Worldly
Policy in the Work of God." Quoted in
General Conference Bulletin," February
7-8, 1893.

False Ideas and Standards

"The false ideas that were largely
developed at Minneapolis have not been
entirely uprooted from some minds.
Those who have not made thorough work
of repentance under the light God has
been pleased to give to His people since
that time, will not see things clearly, and
will be ready to call the messages God
sends, a delusion." Ibid.

"There are those who have prided them-
selves on their great caution in receiving
'new light,' as they term it; but they are
blinded by the enemy, and cannot discern
the works and ways ofGod. Light, precious
light, comes from Heaven, and they array
themselves against it. What next? These
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very oneswill acceptmessages that Godhas
not sent, and thus v.rill become even danger-
ous to the cause ofGod because they set up
false standards." The Ellen G. White 1888
Materials, vol. 2, 722.

Only Assented To

"I feel a special interest in the move-
ments and decisions that shall be made
at this Conference regarding the things
that should have been done years ago,
and especially ten years ago, when we
were assembled in Conference, and the

Spirit and power of God came into our
meeting, testifying that God was ready to
work for this people if they would come
into working order. The brethren assented
to the light God had given, but there
were those connected with our institu-
tions, especially with the Review and
Herald Office and the Conference, who
brought in elements of unbelief, so that
the light that was given was not acted
upon. It was assented to, but no special
change was made to bring about such a
condition of things that the power of
God could be revealed among His people.
... Year after year the same acknowl-
edgment was made, but the principles
which exalt a people were not woven
into the work. ... We are living in the
last time. We are standing as it were on
the very borders of the fmal conflict."
General Conference Bulletin, April 3,
190 l. To assent to the truthfulness of a
message and not act upon it is equivalent
to a rejection. A message that is not
accepted is rejected even though it may
be acknowledged as the truth.

Rejected Light

In the chapter entitled "Rejecting the
Light," in Tt. .... timonies to Ministers, 89-90,
is the following: "God says to His servants,
'Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like
a trumpet, and shew my people their traus-
gression, and the house of Jacob their sins.'

Isaiah 58: 1. But when the plain, straight
testhnony comes from lips under the mov-
ing ofthe Spirit ofGod, there are many who
treat it with disdain.... I inqulre of those in
responsible positious in Battle Creek, What
are you doing? You have turned your back,
and not your face, to the Lord.... What is
the message to be given at this time? It is the
third angel's message. But that light which
is to fIll the whole earth with its glory has
beendespised by somewho claim to believe
the present truth. Be careful how you treat it.
Take off the shoes from off your feet; for
you are on holy ground. Beware how you
indulge the attributes of Satan, and pour
contempt upon the manifestations of the
Holy Spirit. I know not but some have even
now gone too far to return and to repent. I
state truth. The souls who love God, who
believe in Christ, and who eagerly grasp
every ray of light, will see light, and rejoice
in the truth. They will communicate the
light. They will grow in holiness. Those
who receive the Holy Spirit will feel the
chilling atmosphere that surrounds the souls
of others by whom these great and solemn
realities are unappreciated and spoken
against."

Holy Spirit Departing

"The Spirit of God is departing from
many among His people. Many have en-
tered into dark, secret paths, and some will
never return. They will continue to sturnble
to their ruin. They have tempted God, they
have rejected light. All the evidence that
will ever be given them they have received,
and have not heeded. They have chosen
darkness rather than light, and have defiled
their souls.... The only remedy is belief in
the truth, acceptance of the light. Yet many
have listened to the tmth spoken in demon-
stration ofthe Spirit, and they have not only
refused to accept the message, but they have
hated the light. These men are parties to the
ruin of souls. They have interposed them-
selves between the heaven-sent light and the
people. They have trampled upon the Word
of God and are doing despite to His Holy
Spirit." Ibid., 90-91. Then follows a de-
scription of the message of justification by
faith as presented at the Minneapolis Con-
ference in 1888.

Intercepting Light

The charge thst the men who rejected
the message of righteousness by faith were
intercepting the light and keeping it from
God's people, was also made in a letter
written by SisterWhite to the Miller Broth-



ers, July 23, 1889: "The very men who
ought to be on the alert to see what the
people ofGodneed, that the way oftheLord
may be prepared, are intercepting the light
God would have come to His people, and
rejecting themessage ofHis healing grace."

Manuscript Releases, vol. 11, 288. Surely
no one can read or hear these statements
from Divine Inspiration regarding the crisis
that came to the Advent movement, as the
result of the Minneapolis Comerence and
the message ofrighteousness by faith, with-

out knowing that it was indeed the antitype
ofthe Kadesh-Bamea experience of ancient
Israel that delayed their entrance into the
Canaan land for many years and turned
thembacktowander in the wildemess. Here
is the real cause of the tarrying time. D

Sincerely,

The Staff of Hope International

J\ppcaI
testimony of the Spirit of God" (Selected
Messages, book 1, 48) is having far too
much success among us.

Yet, we are rmding a seemingly insa-
tiable hunger for the Spirit of Prophecy
publications, primarily among those who,
because of language or economic barriers,
have not had easy access to the writings of
Ellen G. White. Around the world, church
members are begging for the writings ofour
prophetess. TheOurFirm Foundationmaga-

zine, in its various languages,
serves to whet that appetite. By
God's grace, we are committed
to help feed this great hunger for
spiritual food.
As a people, we are

shrivelling on the vine due
to the lack of that nourish-
ment designed especially
for us. Such books as The
Desire of Ages, The Great
Controversy, Steps to
Christ, and so on, are all
important, but we are dy-
ing spiritually for the lack
of the special nutrients cus-
tomized for our end-time
needs as found in such pub-
lications as Testimonies for
the Church, Testimonies for
Ministers, and the Review
and Herald Articles.

The advertisement on page
31 of this magazine is only
one of several ways that Hope
International is working to
help feed our people around
the world. However, many will
not be able to afford this lit-
erature-even at these special

prices. We invite our readers to share
their loaves and fishes so that together
we can be channels for the feeding of
God's people.

Dear Reader,
This appeal by our prophetess and her

husband some 128 years ago speaks clearly
of the burden that has come upon us here at·
Hope International. Though some may feel
that greater unity and harmony would result
from placing a moratorium on the writings
ofEllenG. White, we are convinced that the
opposite is true. Real unity can be based
ouly on truth. The primary reason for the
various versions of the gospel being

preached among us, for the difficulties in
our health and educational institutions, for
the worldliness and lukewarmness of
Laodicea, and for the rise of many self-
supporting ministries and publications, is
because of our lip-service without heart-
surrender to the counsels and guidance of
the Holy Spirit as found in the Spirit of
Prophecy writings. "The very last deception
of Satan . . . to make of none effect the

J\n J\ppcal
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Continued from 19
Blank subscription papers will inune-

diately be forwarded to many of you,
which you are requested to circulate and
obtain pledges to be paid before the
General Comerence in May, 1868. Col-
lect, as far as possible, and as fast as you
can, forward to the office.

In past times we have had the plea-
sure of leading off in such enterprises.
We can hardly be denied the privilege at
this time, especially as our
friends during our last twenty-
weeks' tour, West and East,
have been so liberal with us.
God has opened their hearts
and hands, and they will allow
us to dedicate especially to Him
a portion of their liberalities to
us for the above-named object.

In our future labors we de-
sign to take with us a full sup-
ply of this kind ofreading mat-
ter, and place in every family
interested in our faith and hope,
full sets of Spiritual Gifts, and
How to Live, and in the hands
of every Sabbath-school scholar
and youth, Appeal to Mothers,
Appeal to Youth, and Sabbath
Readings, either bound, pam-
phlet, or tract form.

Dear brethren, we shall
still appeal to you to do your
duty in this matter, both
through the Review, in the
congregations of the saints,
and by your firesides. You will
hear us as we speak for the
Lord and His cause. Be not
fearful of being too liberal.
Should more be received than needed
in this branch of the work, it can be
used for the circulation of tracts.

Servants of the church.
James White

Ellen G. White

Review and Herald, January 14, 1868

.
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ALiVING church will be a work-
ing church. Practical Christianity
will develop earnest workers for

the advancement of the cause of truth.
There is a great lack of this practical
religion among us as a people. Worldli-
ness and pride, love of dress and display,
are steadily increasing among those who
profess to be keeping God's command-
ments, and to be waiting for their Lord.
The great sin of ancient Israel was in

turning from God to idols. Tbis is also
the great sin ofmodern Israel. The apostle
Paul said to the Gentile churches that he
had raised up, "Ye turned to God from
idols to serve the living and true God;
and to wait for bis Son from heaven."
1 Thessalonians 1:9-10. He conid truly
say to many of them, "In Christ Jesus I
have begotten you through the gospel."
1 Corinthians 4:15. When he saw them
becoming indifferent, the ardor of their
faith cbilled by backslidings, he ex-
clahued, "I am jealous over you with
godly jealousy: for I have espoused you
to one husband, that I may present you
as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear,
lest by any means, as the serpent be-
guiled Eve through bis subtilty, so your
minds should be corrupted from the shu-
plicity that is in Christ." 2 Corinthians
11:2-3. He entreats them to be followers
of God as dear cbildren, and to walk
worthy of the vocation wherewith they
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are called, being fmitful in every good
work, and increasing in the knowledge
of God. Again, he exhorts them to walk
in Christ Jesus, even as they had re-
ceived Him, that they might be rooted
and built up in Him, and established in
the faith. He reminds them, "Ye know
how we exhorted and comforted and
charged every one of you, as a father
doth bis cbildren, that ye would walk
worthy of God, who hath called you unto
bis kingdom and glory." 1 Thessalonians
2: 11-12. To the Thessalonians he writes,
"We beseech you, brethren, and exhort
you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have
received of us [the ministers of Christ]
how ye ought to walk and to please God,
so ye would abound more and more."
1 Thessalonians 4: 1.

We long to see the true Christian char-
acter manifested in the church; we long to
see its members free from a light, irreverent
spirit; and we earnestly desire that they may
realize their high calling in Christ Jesus.
Somewho profess Christ are exerting them-
selves to the utmost to so live and act that
their religious faith may commend itself to
people of moral worth, that they may be
induced to accept the truth. But there are
many who feel no responsibi1ity, even to
keep their own souls in the love ofGod, and
who, instead of blessing others by their
influence, are a burden to those who would
work and watch and pray. These careless,

IEllen G. White I

indifferent ones are a dead weight upon our
churches everywhere. Their principal study
is not how they can let their light so shine
that others will be drawn to God and the
truth, but how theywillmanage, by affecta-
tion and display, to attract attention to
themselves. Those who are seeking in
humbleness of mind to exalt the truth of
Christ by their exemplary course, are repre-
sented in the Word of God as fme gold;
wbile the class whose chief thought and
study is to exbibit themselves, are as sound-
ing brass and a tinkling cymbal.
The latter class are far more numer-

ous in our churches than the former.
These idle, frivolous persons will never
be anything better than driftwood unless
there is a decided change in their life and
character. They are Christians ouly in
profession; their life, their depornnent, is
a constant testimony to the world that
they know nothing of expetimental god-
liness, of a self-denying life of cross-
bearing for Christ's sake. They are ever
studying their convenience, ever plan-
ning for their own comfort, their amuse-
ment or gratification. They are as salt
without the savor. In the day when the
Judge of all the earth shall balance the
accounts of men, this class will be pro-
nounced wanting.



They are Christians only in profession; their
life, their deportment, is a constant

testimony to the world that they know nothing
of experimental godliness, of a self-denying life
of cross-bearing for Christ's sake.

What the church needs is to be cleansed
ofthose who defile it. The spirit ofrefonna-
tion must be kindled among us, and this
class must be converted or be separated
from the church. We entreat those who have
a connectionwith God to pray eamestly and
in faith, and not to stop here, but to work as
well as pray, for the purification of the
church. The present fune calls for men and
women who have a moral fixedness of
purpose, men and women who will not be
molded or subdued by any unsanctified
influences. Such persons will make a suc-
cess in the work of perfecting Christian
character through the grace of Christ so
freely given. For those who are ready to be
discouraged at every unfavorable circum-
stance, the great enemy of souls will so
shape circumstances as to give them abun-
dant reason to be always discouraged.

Oh that I could speak in language so
plain and convincing as to move souls
from therr position of careless ease and
worldly conforurity! A genuine experi-
ence alone will qualify us to join the
throng who come up out of great tribula-
tion, having washed our robes of charac-
ter, and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb. I am alarmed because of the
indifference and inactivity of those who
profess the truth. Satan is untiring in his
efforts; he is on the alert continually, to
delude and ensnare. How are the watch-
men on the waIls of Zion doing their
work? Are they watching for souls as
they that must give account? Are they
awake? Are they in earnest? and do they
show that they are in full faith of the
doctrines they hold?

No man can succeed in the service of
God unless his whole soul is in the work,
and he counts alI things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ.
Whoever makes any reserve, whoever re-
fuses to give alI that he has, cannot be the
dlsciple of Christ; much less can he be His
co-laborer. The consecration must be com-
plete. Father, mother, wife and children,
houses and lands, everything which the
servant of Christ possesses, must be held
subject to God's call-bound upon the
sacred aItar. He must be earnest, he must be
willing to deny self and lift the cross, to do
and suffer cheerfully and with fortitude
whatever may be required of him to push
forward the great workof reform. The glory
ofGod and the salvation of soulswill be his
grand aim and purpose of life. He will not
go here and there to please himself; but,
whenduty calls, he will be found, ifneed be,
in the thickest of the fight, and will suffer
without reluctance, without repining, irre-

spective of worldly interest or personal
consequences. All this we pledge ourselves
to do when we accept the name ofChristian,
and more especially when we consent to
take upon ourselves the work of Christ's
ambassadors.

I think of the many cities and towns,
even in our own country, that have never
heard a discourse upon present truth, and

have no knowledge of our faith, or ofus as
a people. The solemnwarnings for this fune
have never falIen upon their ears or con-
victed their consciences. Myburdenedheart
goes up to God in the wakeful hours of the
night thatHe wouldworkby whomHewill,
to warn the world of their coming doom.
Who are living out their faith? Who, with
singleness of purpose, are lifting up to the
view ofthe impenitent, Jesus Christ andHis
matchless love?Where is the living zeal that
will make the impression uponminds para-
lyzed with sin, that we believe what we
profess, that the end of alI things is at hand,
and that what is done in the work of
preparation must be done qnickly?

The people of God should awaken to
a keen perception of the grievous char-
acter of transgression. Sin is disguised,
and many are deceived in regard to its
nature. Satan has planned it thus, that the
understanding may be clouded, the spiri-
tual vision obscured, the perceptive fac-
ulties of the soul blunted. But God would
not have one of us to be ensnared, there-
fore the nature of sin is faithfully por-
trayed in the inspired pages-its offen-
sive character before God, its corruption,
its shame, and its results. Everything has
been done that God could do to save
man from the power of sin, which de-
faces the divine image, frustrates God's
purpose in man's existence, degrades his
God-given powers, narrows his capacity,
leads to unholy imaginations, and gives
loose rein to unsanctified passions. Sin!
how hateful in the sight of God! Holy
angels look upon it with abhorrence.

What is sin? The transgression of
God's law. God wants all connected with

Him to loathe sin, to hate anything that
approaches to it. Transgression is a ser-
pent with a deadly sting. Grant it no
indulgence, for it will imperil the soul.
Rather, choose privation, snffering, hun-
ger, reproach, imprisonment, and death,
than the indulgence of sin.

Will the professed followers of Christ
cleanse the soul-temple of its defilement?

Will those who profess to be His repre-
sentatives sacrifice anything and every-
thing rather than offend God? A deep-
settled conviction is needed in every soul
to strengthen the abhorrence of sin. Medi-
tation should be encouraged. We should
view ourselves as ever in the presence of
God, Whose eye searches the soul and
reads the most secret thoughts. Since we
know this to be true, why is there such a
careless disregard of God's claims? Why
such thoughtlessness in regard to the
solemn reaIities of life?

I call upon you, my dear brethren and
sisters, to cultivate spirituality, to put
away your idols, and in the fear of God,
to work for time and for eternity. Again
and again have our sisters been warned
against indulging pride of dress, which is
idolatry; yet they pass on, making no
change, and their example is leading oth-
ers away from Christ, instead of leading
to Him. Why is it so hard to arouse the
conscience upon this subject, when the
inspired apostle has spoken so explicitly
upon this point? Will my sisters dress
plaittly for Christ's sake? for the love of
souls for whom He died? Will they re-
member that they must meet their life
record at the bar of God, and must an-
swer for the money and the time squan-
dered in needless adornment?

Those who seek by earnest study of
God's Word and fervent prayer the guid-
ance of His Spirit, will be led by Him. The
pillar of cloud will guide them by day, the
pillar of fire by night; and with an abiding
sense of God's presence it will not be
possible to disregard His holy law. The
reasonwhy there is somuch transgression is
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Those who seek by earnest study of God's
Word and fervent prayer the guidance of

His Spirit, will be led by Him. The pillar of
cloud will guide them by day, the pillar of fire
by night.

that little time is devoted to meditation and
prayer. Dress and display and sinful gratifi-
cation put God out of the thoughts, and sin
does not appear exceeding sinful. Satan's
angels are at hand to gloss it over with a
semblance of righteousness. If the light
from the burning glory of the throne ofGod
should shine forth upon the sinful practices
ofprofessors ofreligion, how terrible would
sin appear, how perilous would seem its
indulgence! Oh, how soon the desire for

sinful gratifications would perish in the
withering light of the glory from the Divine
Presence!

We are in great danger of looking
upon sin as a small matter, unworthy of
notice. Sins of unkindness, of impatience,
of fault-finding, of unthankfulness, of
pride in imitating the fashions of a
doomed world, should not be lightly re-
garded. The chaunels of thought and ac-
tion are worn deep and broad by repeti-
tion. The longer one pursues a given
course of conduct, the greater is the
probability that he will continue the same
course during life. Evil habits are like
chains, to hold one to a wrong course.
Then how earnestly should we begin the
work of reformation!
Let the habits be formed in a safe

line of conduct. And for the very reason
that religious habits are not so easily
established as are those of an opposite
character, the more earnest efforts should
be put forth to form habits of devotion,
of studying the Scriptures, of strict integ-
rity. This will require deliberate purpose,
and persistent effort; for the natural heart
is opposed to such an education. These
habits must be acquired by performing
Christian duties with faithfulness and
regularity. Make it a habit to attend the
prayer meeting, to be willing and earnest
in doing good to others. Let it become a
habit to engage in profitable conversa-
tion, instead of indulging iu idle talk
upon temporal concerns, upon dress, or
upon the faults of others. "Our conversa-
tion is in heaven;" says the apostle, "from

whence also we look for the Saviour."
Philippians 3:20. God has given us our
talents, and requires that they be used to
glorify Him and not ourselves.
What grief to the Saviour who bought

us with His own blood, that multitudes
who profess His name have formed hab-
its which bring them directly under the
control of the prince of darkness! These
habits are formed gradually, and almost
imperceptibly. Little duties have been

neglected. The professed followers of
. Christ have shuuned His cross. Worldly
influences have corrupted their purity of
soul. They feel no burden for those who
are out of Christ, but leave them to go
down to death unrebuked and unwarned.
Selfish indulgence has hardened the heart
and weakened the moral faculties. The
Christian course of this class is uncer-
tain. They are looked upon as the repre-
sentatives of Christ; but they have no
Iiviug experience, and they are constantly
doubtiug the Saviour's love. They have a
spasmodic religion, and walk in the light
of others. They have not a strong, firm,
earnest hope of Heaven. Their faith is so
feeble that they cannot claim and urge
the promises of God. Trials crush them,
and mal<e them disconsolate and despair-
iug.
I lift my warning voice against such a

life, and beseech my brethren and sisters
to diligently search their own hearts, and
see if they have a living faith, which
works, yes, works by love, and purifies
the soul. May God impress our ministers
to teach the young converts by precept
and example, that they must start right
on the Christian course, and continue
right, if they would end right. True con-
version of soul is essential; theoretical
religion will not take the place of heart-
work. We all need to connect more
closely with God, and then we may teach
others the art of believiug. The true,
humble, earnest Christian will be receiv-
ing the mold of a perfect character, and
his heart will ever be conforming to the

image of Christ. His life will flow out in
channels of beneficence and love. Such
will be established in God. The work
which grace began, if combiued with
earnest effort to press close to Jesus,
glory shall finish in the kingdom of God.
(Emphasis iu origiual.)
How can I impress upon our dear

people, whom God has made the deposi-
tories of His law, a sense of how much is
at stake with them? If they siu iu words
or deportment, they briug dishonor upon
the cause they profess to love, and by
their example many will be encouraged
to tum away from the mirror which dis-
covers the defects of their moral charac-
ter. What an account will the professed
followers of Christ have to render in the
day when the Lord will make inquiry for
the souls lost iu consequence of their
unrighteous course! Let us, as the pecu-
liar people of God, elevate the standard
of Christian character, lest we come short
of the reward that will be given to the
good and the faithful. Our probation will
soon be ended. We must work out our
own salvation with fear and trembliug. It
is those who hold fast the begirnting of
their confidence steadfast unto the end,
that will receive the crown of iunnortal
glory. Those who make so exalted a
profession of truth must answer for the
iutrusted capital. Simplicity, purity, for-
bearance, benevolence, and love should
characterize our Christian experience. We
must labor continually, by study of the
Scriptures and earnest prayer, to keep
ourselves unspotted from the world.
Jesus has gone to prepare mansions

for those who are waiting and watching
for His appearing. There they will meet
the pure angels and the redeemed host,
and will joiu their songs of praise and
triumph. There the Saviour's love sur-
rounds His people, and the city of God is
irradiated with the light of His counte-
nance-a city whose walls, great and
high, are garnished with all manner of
precious stones, whose gates are pearls,
and whose streets are pure gold, as it
were transparent glass. "There shall iu
no wise enter into it any thing that
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they
which are written in the Lamb's book of
life." Revelation 21:27. The shadows of
night never fall on that city; it has no
need of the sun, neither of the moon; its
iuhabitants rejoice iu the undinnned glory
of the Lamb of God. 0

Review and Herald, June 3, 1880
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Spirit of Prophecy
Special Offer to Certain Countries

o

Hope International is happy to announce a special project for the wide distribution ofthe
Spirit ofProphecy writings-those that were given especially for the benefit of the church. We

are committed to doing all we can to help counteract Satan's final deception for
God's remnant people.

"Satan is ... constantly pressing in the spurious-to lead away from the truth. The very
last deception of Satan will be to make of none effect the testimony of the Spirit of God.
'Where there is no vision, the people perish.' Proverbs 29:18. Satan will work ingeniously, in
different ways and through different agencies, to unsettle the confidence of God's remuant
people in the true testimony." Selected Messages, book 1, 48.

Through special funding we are making available to certain countries the publica-
tions listed below for 40+%off the regular retail price. There is a limit of one item per
person, or per institutional library. The shipping prices listed are for surface delivery.
This offer is good as long as supplies last, and its terms are subject to change without
notice. Orders will be accepted from any country, but only if we send them to addresses
in countries not in the following list. Orders will not be filled at these special prices if the
item is for use in the following countries or areas:

COlwtries Excluded From The.s.e..Bpeeial Price.s· The United States,
Canada, the British Isles, Western "Free" Europe, Japan, Australia, New
Zealand, Singapore, Hong Kong, and Taiwan.
o Spirit ofProphecy Library

Regular price: $149.95 Special Select Price-$85 per set!
3 Volumes. Durable hardback binding. 52 of the "little red books." These

volumes contain good quality Bible-type paper. Shipping: Add $15.00.

8 Spanish Spirit ofProphecy Library
Regular price: $109.95 Special Select Price-$65 per set! @
2 Volumes. Durable hardback binding. 33 books. Shipping: Add $10.00.

@ Review and Herald Articles
Regular price: $99.95 Special Select Price-$60 per set!
All of the Ellen White articles found in the six hardback volumes are now in

three convenient volumes, but without the distracting non-inspired material. Includes
a 4,500-word and phrase Index. New-set text has the size and clarity of that of the
Our Firm Foundation articles. Flexible, durable, plastic-laminated paperback
binding. Shipping: Add $15.00.

Gil The Spalding-Magan Collection ofUnpublished Manuscript Testimonies
Regular price: $12.95 Special Select Price-$7. 75 each!
Private collections of five Adventist leaders. Stirring messages from Mrs. White 0

on education, finance, church government, independent ministries, and much more.
Hardback Shipping: Add $3.75.

Needed now more than ever before
The Spirit of Prophecy in the language and hands of the people can bring reforma-

tion to Laodicea just as the Bible did to Catholicism during the Dark Ages.

Note: Ifyou would like to make these important publications available to those
who cannot afford even these low prices, mark your donation "SOP Assistance."
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of ([olltrfinu
NEW REDUCED REGULAR PRICES

Fortify yourself, your family and fellow Adventists against Satan's
"very last deception" for Seventh-day Adventists. See Selected Messages, book 1, 48.

$149.95

$109.95

o

o Spirit ofProphecy Library EB17676
3 Volumes. Durable hardback binding. 52 of the "little red books."

$ Spanish Spirit ofProphecy Library SB17610
2 Volumes. Durable hardback binding. 33 books.

@) The Study Bible EB09105 $59.95
with Ellen O. White Scripture Comments. KJV. Center-column verse references; EOW cross-
references; Bible concordance; and subject index of EOW comments.
Bible Cases are also available to protect and extend the life ofyour Study Bible's appearance. Soft,
leather-grain vinyl with nylon lining designed to hold its shape. Double stitched around the zipper for
added reinforcement. Available in black, burgundy, blue, and dusty rose. Only 312.95

o (3

e Review and Herald Articles With Index EB17671 $99.95
All the Ellen White articles found in the six hardback volumes are now in three convenient
volumes, but without the distracting non-inspired materials. New, easy-to-read type as found in
Our Firm Foundation. Flexible, durable, plastic-laminated paperback binding.

o Tne Spalding-Magan Collection. . . EB17632 $12.95
Private collections of five Adventist leaders. Stirring messages from Mrs. White on education,
[mance, church government, independent ministries, and much more. Hardback.

o The Illustrated Great Controversy EB17613 $10.50
This Great Controversy contains 190 beautiful photographs taken by James Arrabito. Standard
page numbers. Hardback.

there is no better tbne to :make sure that you. and your fandly
have the Spirit of Propheey at your fingertips.

Order these books today from
Hope international (360) 832-6602 ! PO Box 940, Eatonville, WA 98328.

Please see page 3 for shipping and sales tax information.


